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*	 By custom, the first 13 states are recognized in the order of their ratification of the U.S. Constitution. They effectively formed the 
country together on 4 July 1776 with the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

†	 From about 1 January 1776 to 14 June 1777, the “United Colonies” (after 4 July 1776, “United States”) were unofficially represented 
by the “Continental Colors”, a flag consisting of 13 red and white stripes bearing the British Union Jack in the canton.
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