


*	 By custom, the first 13 states are recognized in the order of their ratification of the U.S. Constitution. They effectively formed the 
country together on 4 July 1776 with the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

† From about 1 January 1776 to 14 June 1777, the “United Colonies” (after 4 July 1776, “United States”) were unofficially represented 
by the “Continental Colors”, a flag consisting of 13 red and white stripes bearing the British Union Jack in the canton.

Official United States Flags

REFERENCES: Many of these flags can be 
found in several of the citations below; only 
one reference is shown for each flag to save 
space. 
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W. R. Furlong, B. McCandless; H. Langley 
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the United States of America, S. Hamilton, 
Lippincott and Gambo Publishers, Phil. 
(1853). 

Hinrichs	-	Long May She Wave, K. Hinrichs, 
Ten Speed Press (2001); ISBN 1-58008-
312-9. 

Hughes	 -	 Famous Flags of America, N. R. 
Hughes, Pantagraph Printing and Stationery 
Company (1913). 

Manuscript	 -	 NAVA News, 33(3-4)/168, 
Additional 18th Century US Flag Image, D. 
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