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18th International Congress of Vexillology

The
North
American
Vexillological Association
(NAVA), in conjunction with the
Canadian Flag Association, is
hosting the 18th International
Congress of Vexillology in
Victoria, British Columbia,
Canada this summer. The
dates are 28 July through 2
August 1999. The Congress is
a unique opportunity for you
to meet flag industry professionals, hobbyists and
vexillologists from around the
world!
The Congress is being organized under the auspices of the
International Federation of
Vexillological Associations
(FIAV) and it marks the eighteenth time in 34 years that
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delegates have convened for
the purposes of making and
renewing friendships, contacts
and camaraderie on a global
basis. Papers will be presented
on a wide variety of flag topics, trade information will be
available, and an opportunity
to purchase books, flags and
related materials will exist.
This year, we are expecting the
International Association of
Flag Manufacturers (IAFM) to
convene at the same time and
place.
Registration packets are cur-

NEVA Bylaws to
be Reviewed
At the next meeting, to be
held on Sunday, 18 April 1999
in Colrain, Massachusetts,
NEVA Members will be reviewing and reaffir ming the
organization’s bylaws. These
bylaws, originally drawn up at
the founding of the organization but since lost, have been
reconstructed through the
memories of several founding
members. Our Secretary has
rewritten them and they can
be found on page 7 of this
Journal. Please attend the
—1—
Colrain meeting.
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rently being assembled for delivery to interested persons
and we would like to make
sure you are invited. Please
send an email or a letter to the
NAVA President with your
name, address and phone
numbers if you would like to
be included in this mailing.
Mail to Dave Martucci, NAVA
President, 240 Calderwood Rd,
Washington ME 04574-3440
or email to pres@nava.org.
The New England Journal of
Vexillology is published irregularly by the New England
Vexillological Association,
Dave Martucci, Editor. Annual
membership dues in NEVA is
$10 for a single class of membership and this fee includes a
subscription to the Journal. In
addition to the print version,
there is an online edition of the
Journal found at URL http://
www.midcoast.com/
~martucci/neva/nejv.html .
The editor can be contacted by
writing to:
David Martucci
240 Calderwood Rd
Washington ME 04574-3440
or by phone: (207) 845-2857
or by email to:
vex@midcoast.com .
The views of individual authors are their own and do not
reflect the views of NEVA.
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What is Portland’s Flag?
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by David B. Martucci
While researching material on the symbols and
emblems of Maine, I had occasion to ask the City
Clerk of Portland, Maine “What is the Flag of Portland?” A packet of material arrived, giving much
information on the Seal of the city and its meaning. The clerk stated that Portland “has no flag,”
yet flying over the Portland International Jetport
(and also at City Hall) can be found a flag of navy
blue with the Seal of Portland in the center and
inscriptions.
The seal contains a shield bearing a ship with
two dolphins as supporters. The shield is set on
top of an anchor and a bird, supposed to represent a phoenix, holding a wreath is standing on
the top of the anchor. The phoenix as an emblem
for Portland was used early on a militia color, as
recorded in The Cumberland Gazette October 25,
1790:
“… Amongst others, that of a Standard gave
great satisfaction. The ground of It is a bright buff,
and the device (referring to the rapid recovery of
this town from the disasters of its conflagration) is
happily designed. It represents a Phœnix rising
from its ashes.”
The ship has been referred to as possibly being
a Roman galley or a ship upon the stocks. On October 8, 1841 at the Triennial Festival of the Charitable Mechanic’s Association, a member of the
Shipbuilders, Ship Joiners, Boatbuilders and
Caulkers department of the Association offered the
following toast, with subtle reference to the panic
of 1837:
“Our City - Though rather disabled by the
Storms, so prevalent in the sea of speculation, and
consequently now on the stocks to be repaired; may
she soon be launched on the Ocean of prosperity,
and under her present commander bring good
freights to Port-land.” [Eastern Argus, October 9,
1841.]
The Seal on the flag is the City Seal, without
the encircling inscriptions and outer band. The
shield, dolphins, phoenix, anchor and ship are
white with blue details. The sea under the ship is
blue with white details. The inscription arched over
the top of the seal is “CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE”
and arched below is “RESURGAM.” The inscriptions and the disc the seal is placed on are gold.
The flag is navy blue and would appear to be approximately 3:5. The seal diameter is approximately one-half the hoist dimension and the letters approximately one-twelfth of the hoist.
One can also find a “simplified” version of the
seal on City vehicles showing a plain white shield
and the supporters and crest in white silhouette,
all on a light blue ground, with the anchor and
the encircling ring without inscription in dark blue.
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New Flag for the New
Canadian Territory of

Nunavut
Our spies in the Canadian government sent
us this illustration of the new flag of Nunavut,
scheduled to become Canada’s newest territory
on 1 April 1999. The official announcement of
the flag will also be held confidential until that
date. Hopefully our information is correct! More
on the symbolism, etc. will appear in a future
issue of this Journal.
SYMBOLISM of the FLAG FOR THE
18th INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
VEXILLOLOGY
28 July - 2 August 1999
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada
The flag incorporates a maple leaf similar in design to that of the flag of Canada, modified in the
style of the CFA. The “V” represents both the word
“vexillology” and the name “Victoria,” host city of the
ICV 18 Congress. It is represented in three stripes of
blue-white-red, in the style of the NAVA Flag and
also in the colours of the USA Flag. The stylized blue
waves incorporate an element of the flag of British
Columbia and are especially appropriate due to
Victoria’s (and Vancouver Island’s) relationship to
the Pacific Ocean. The colors red, white, blue and
yellow represent the colors of the flags of Canada,
USA, British Columbia, FIAV, CFA and NAVA.
Designer: Truman Pope of Muncie, Indiana, USA

Whitney Smith
Dr. Smith, NEVA Founding Member, is shown holding a unique
United States Flag of 34 stars, showing 13 large stars and 21 small
stars. This flag, a recent acquisition of the Flag Research Center, is
a good example of the large variety of folk interpretations of the
Stars and Stripes by the people of the US, especially during the
19th Century.
—4—

Flag Report 10
Jaume Ollé, a correspondent from Catalonia
has sent a copy of his Flag Report 10 in trade for
this Journal. It is on disk, in an internet format
(html) which can be read by any internet browser.
Members may send a disk and 55¢ postage to
the Secretary for a copy of the report. Contents:
Articles
History of the Flag in the Catalan Countries
Puntland - Flags of the Somali Nation
News
Chile: Regions of Aysen, Magallanes y
Antartica, Atacama; City of Tuyapel;
Supporters of Augusto Pinochet
Venezuela: Air Force; States of Tachira,
Bolivar, Falcon, Guarico, Barinas
Nunavut
Spain: Liberal Independent Group; Noain
Town; Flags & arms approved by Biscay’s
Juntas Generales; Flag of Reus; History of
the Senyera in the Catalan Countries
Central America: Flag of the Mayans, Mexican
Coats of Arms
Flags on TV; Iranian Army; Elections in
Germany
Euskadi: Toward the National Sovereignty;
Basque Trade Union ELA-STV (Solidarity of
Basque Workers)
The Kingdom of the Two Sicilies Revives in the
Heart of the Neapolitans
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Above, a photo of a 47 Star US Flag as shown on the
internet. Another 47 Star Flag was found in New Mexico.
It is supposed these flags were made for the admission
of Arizona, the 47th State.
Above, Bob Koeller’s house in Gloucester, Massachusetts
all decked out with flags from his collection for the NEVA
Meeting.

Photos from the November 1998 NEVA Meeting. Above,
the flag cookies baked by member Robert Lloyd Wheelock.
Left, President Carl Gurtman talks shop.

Flag of the City of Portland, Maine as currently used at the
Jetport (which is actually in the City of South Portland) and at
Portland City Hall.
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Simplified Arms of the City of
Portland as used on City vehicles.

7 February 1999
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The Sunday Republican
Springfield, Massachusetts
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Bylaws of the New England Vexillological Association
Article I. Name
1.1. The name of this organization shall be the New England
Vexillological Association, hereinafter referred to as “NEVA.”
Article II. Purpose
2.1. Be it resolved that we, the
members of NEVA, join together
to form this organization to exchange ideas, knowledge, information, trivia, techniques, and
technical details related to the
hobby, study and science of
vexillology.
Article III. Membership
3.1. Membership is open to anyone who pays the dues of
$10.00 per year.
3.2. Voting membership of NEVA
shall consist of dues-paying
members in good standing in
attendance at any meeting
where decisions are put to a
vote.
Article IV. Officers and Duties
4.1. The Officers shall be President and Secretary/Treasurer.
4.2. Officers shall be elected at
the annual meeting and must
be members in good standing.
The term of office shall be two
years and they shall be staggered such that the President
is elected in even numbered
years and the Secretary/Treasurer is elected in odd numbered years.
4.3. An officer may be removed
from office for cause and with
a 30-day notice by a majority
vote if members deem it necessary at a meeting at which a
quorum is present.
4.4. Should a vacancy of an
officer’s position occur during
a term of office, the position will
be filled for the unexpired term
by the voting members at a
NEVA meeting.
4.5. The duties of the President
are to preside at all meetings
and to keep order therein, to

call and conduct all meetings,
to prepare an agenda for each
meeting, to serve as advisor to
all committees and to handle all
official correspondence.
4.6. The duties of the Secretary/
Treasurer shall be to assume
the duties of the President in
the event of his/her absence,
to record minutes of all meetings of NEVA, to notify members of all meetings, to note all
attendance, to maintain a list
of all paid members, to keep all
financial records up to date, to
pay approved bills and to establish accounts as directed by
the membership.
4.7. The President and Secretary/Treasurer are authorized
to sign checks in the name of
NEVA.
4.8. The President and Secretary/Treasurer shall constitute
the NEVA Executive and shall
have the authority to act in the
name of NEVA, as directed by
vote of the members, between
meetings.
Article V. Meetings
5.1. The annual meeting will be
held in New England on the
Sunday in April closest to
Patriot’s Day, unless another
date is voted on by the members at the previous meeting.
The President will set the time
and place.
5.2. A regular meeting will be
held in New England on the
first Sunday in November, unless another date is voted on by
the members at the previous
meeting. The President will set
the time and place.
5.3. Additional meetings shall be
held at a time and place in New
England deemed appropriate
by the members or by the President. The President must call
a meeting when a written re—7—

quest is presented by three or
more NEVA members.
5.4. A quorum shall be an attendance of 10% of NEVA membership in good standing. A quorum is deemed to be present
unless questioned by two or
more members in good standing at the meeting.
5.5. Robert’s Rules of Order,
Newly Revised, shall govern the
procedure of all meetings.
Article VI. Committees
6.1. Committees of NEVA may be
formed at the discretion of the
President or the members for
the duration of the time deemed
necessary to accomplish the
goal or goals of the committee.
Members of committees do not
necessarily have to be members
of NEVA but committee chairs
must be.
Article VII. Amendments of
the Bylaws
7.1. Amendment of these bylaws
may be made at any meeting of
the Association by a two-thirds
vote of those attending the
meeting, provided that the
amendment has been submitted in writing to all members
at least thirty days prior to the
vote.

O

NEW MEMBERS

O

Henry Gardner
Norfolk Flag & Emblem/The Flag Stand
914 Wolfpack Ct
Virginia Bch VA 23462-7327
(757) 499-9883
hankgardner@aol.com
André Gariépy
572 Gounod St
Montréal QC H2R 1B9
CANADA
(514) 495-7765

Sandra Joneck
Stars and Stripes
550 Pleasant St
Winthrop MA 02152
(617) 846-4988

Richard Monahan
222 N Grant St #1
Wooster OH 44691-4318
(330) 262-5760
rmonah@aol.com

A complete listing will be distributed at the next Meeting.
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Minutes of the Last Meeting

The November meeting of NEVA was
held Sunday, 8 November 1998 at Bob
Koeller’s house in Gloucester, Mass.
Thanks Bob!
Attending the meeting were Carl
Gurtman, President; Dave Martucci,
Secretary/Treasurer; Jim Croft, Greg
Gonzales; Tom Hale; Sandra Joneck;
Bob Koeller; Harry Sampson; Jeff Schiff;
Whitney Smith; and Robert Lloyd
Wheelock.
The meeting was called to order by
President Gurtman at 1:30 p.m. All in
attendance introduced themselves.
The minutes of the 19 April 1998 meeting were printed in the New England
Journal of Vexillology, Number 8.
The treasurer’s report was presented.
The membership list was distributed
and reviewed by the members. Several
corrections were received by the Secretary and will be incorporated into the
official list.
The combined minutes, treasurer’s
report and membership list report were
accepted on motion by Carl Gurtman,
seconded by Jim Croft and passed
unanimously.
A discussion of joining FIAV was held.
The Secretary was instructed to locate a
copy of the bylaws. A motion by Whitney
Smith, seconded by Carl Gurtman, for
the Secretary and President to submit
an application for membership in FIAV

in time for consideration at the 18th International Congress of Vexillology was
made. Passed unanimously.
A motion by Harry Sampson, seconded
by Jim Croft was made to join NAVA for
the ensuing year. An amendment was
made that we ask members to kick in
extra money for this as our treasury is
not that large, and that we revisit the
issue in a year by Carl Gurtman, seconded by Jim Croft. Amendment passed.
Motion as amended passed.
The location of the next meeting was
discussed. As we have not yet met outside of northern New England, there was
support for finding a location in Connecticut for an upcoming meeting. It was
suggested that Colrain, Massachusetts,
site of the earliest use of flying a US Flag
from a schoolhouse (1812) could be a
good spot for the next meeting as they
have located the flag and have an active
historical society. It was agreed that we
would look into Colrain and then to explore downtown Boston or Connecticut
if that doesn’t work out or for future
meetings. Dave Martucci volunteered to
do a presentation on the flying of US
Flags over schools for the meeting.
The date for the next meeting was set
for Sunday, 18 April 1999 at 1 p.m., location to be announced.
The New England Journal of Vexillology
was discussed. Dave Martucci will con-

Notice of Next Meeting
1 PM Sunday, 18 April 1999
Brick Meeting House, Colrain Center, Massachusetts
The Brick Meeting House is on Route
112 where it passes through Colrain
Center. Colrain is just a small village and
you can’t miss it. State Route 112 runs
between Route 2 (a major artery that
runs east west between Boston and
Williamstown etc.) from the exit in

Shelburne Falls, northwards to the Vermont line, which is only a matter of minutes from Colrain Center. The meeting
house is a handsome Federal period
building, brick with a tall white steeple,
and is well identified by a new sign out
front.
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tinue as editor. Robert Lloyd Wheelock
volunteered to assist.
Prompted by a recent editorial in The
Flag Bulletin, a discussion of vexillology
in general was held.
The customary round table “show and
tell” was held.
Carl Gurtman reported he was now the
President of the Maine Maritime Association and gave an update on the locating of the original Maine Maritime Flag
at the Maine Maritime Academy, in the
office of the Chief Financial Officer.
Harry Sampson described the work he
does with color guards and marching
units.
Sandra Joneck brought an original
copy of an 1817 Register with material
in it about the changes to the US Flag
that were being proposed in Congress.
She also showed a March 1959 paper
with a 50 star flag that was the conventional 49 star pattern with one additional
star added in the middle row.
Jeff Schiff told of his metal work of
heraldic emblems on gates.
Greg Gonzales told of his 4”x6”
airbrush work and showed several excellent examples.
Dave Martucci related the news of his
election as President of NAVA and the
plans for the 18th ICV to be held next
year in Victoria, British Columbia. He
also told of his Maine Flag project, which
he will report on in full at the 18th ICV.
Whitney Smith recently attended a
meeting of the Spanish Vexillological
Society and viewed two copies of the earliest known flag manuscripts while in
Spain. There is a third copy of this manuscript that he is planning on returning
to Spain to see. He related other items
as well.
Jim Croft showed the Tel Aviv Flag and
talked about other interesting flag material and showed photos.
Robert Lloyd Wheelock has recently
upgraded his computer and showed
some of his work, in particular the arms
of Amapa and also his 4”x6” flags. He is
still working on his Flag Handbook.
Bob Koeller is a collector of American
Historical flag replicas; he displays the
flags at his house and business. He
showed the flags from his collection and
photos of how he displays them outdoors. His house was brightly festooned
with many interesting flags for the meeting. Thanks, Bob!
Tom Hale showed books he bought
(used) from Amazon.com. He also
showed photos he took last year in Britain.
Wonderful refreshments were served
courtesy of Bob Koeller and his wife as
well as the traditional flag cookies made
by Robert Lloyd Wheelock.
Jim Croft made a presentation on Canadian Civic Flags.
The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
David B. Martucci, Secretary.

