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NEVA JOINS FIAV!
On July 30, 1999 NEVA was voted
into membership of the International
Federation of Vexillological Associations (FIAV) at the 18th International
Congress of Vexillology held in Victoria,
British Columbia, Canada. Also admitted were the Great Waters Association
of Vexillology (GWAV; Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio and Michigan) and the
Societatea Românâ de Vexilologie (Romania), bringing the total FIAV memThe FIAV Flag; gold halyards on blue.
bership to 42.
FIAV was officially founded on 7 Sep- tions and institutions throughout the
tember 1969 at the Third International world whose object is the pursuit of
Congress of Vexillology held in Boston, vexillology, that is the creation and deMassachusetts, USA, September 5-7, velopment of a body of knowledge
about flags of all types, their forms and
1969.
The Federation unites those associa- functions, and of scientific theories

and principles based on that knowledge.
FIAV has as its purposes: to create
a strong bond among associations and
institutions and to encourage and coordinate their work, studies and research; to promote the organization of
International Congresses of Vexillology
and to lend its support to their organizers; to encourage the creation in all
countries of associations and institutions dedicated to vexillology; and to
sanction international standards facilitating the development of these activities.
The Federation, being strictly scientific, has no commercial ends and renounces any political or religious activity or stand.

School House Flags
Dave Martucci presented the
enclosed material regarding flag
use in school houses in the US
at the last meeting which was
held in Colrain, Massachusetts,
the site where tradition has it the
first raising of a US Flag over a
school house occured. Studies of
this type are somewhat rare in
vexillology. Members are encouraged to submit the results of their
research for the Journal or for
presentations at the meetings.
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The US Flag and its usage in Public Schools
by David Boice Martucci
We Americans love our flag. It is
used in all aspects of American life, shire, and New Bedford, Massachufrom the most private display in our setts, in 1861, after the surrender of
living rooms and back yards to offi- Fort Sumpter. Soon, flags were flown
cial displays such as the Washing- on schoolhouses in Lawrence and
ton Monument and the Iwo Jima Groveland, Massachusetts and then
Memorial, not to mention over Con- in other cities and towns in Massagress. We especially fly the
flag over and inside of our
public schools as a long
standing custom.
It was not always thus.
The use of the US Flag in
and over schools has been,
like almost all other aspects of our flag, an evolution over time. These customs have had humble beginnings and slow acceptance. Basically, the US
Flag is flown over our
schools, it is displayed inside of our schools and we
arrange pageants and
events involving school
children and the flag. I will
take each aspect separately.
According to most accounts, the US Flag was
first flown over a school
house on Catamount Hill ©1917 National Geographic Society
in Colrain, Massachusetts in May of chusetts and New Hampshire and in
1812. This flag, bearing 16 stars and other states.
In 1867, flags were raised over the
13 stripes, still exists and is the cherished possession of the Colrain His- ward schools of New York City as a
torical Society, despite having been regular feature. By 1885 the custom
lost twice in its history. According to began to spread. In 1889, a New York
Peleg Harrison1, “This flag was made newspaper advocated the idea of havby the loyal women of the hill. The ing the American flag displayed on
story of the raising is pleasingly pre- all public schools and public buildserved in the subjoined lines, which ings every day. Shortly afterwards,
are given through the kind permis- President Harrison ordered the daily
sion of the author, Mrs. Fanny flying of the flag on all Federal buildBowen Shippee.” (The poem appears ings. In many states the custom of
flying the flag over a schoolhouse has
on pages 6-7.)
A stone monument was erected on been enshrined into law.
Inside our classrooms we display
June 3, 1903 by the Catamount Hill
Association to mark the spot where the US Flag. It is in these places that
most of us first learn to salute and
the log schoolhouse stood.
Flying the flag over a schoolhouse recite the pledge of allegiance to the
began to spread during the Ameri- flag. The Woman’s Relief Corps was
can Civil War. Claims for being the the first to introduce the salute in
first have been put forth for Winches- the public schools, probably about
—2—
ter and Hillsborough, New Hamp-

the year 1888. This salute and recitation of the pledge have varied
somewhat over the years. As described in 19062, “Every student or
pupil rises in his place. The flag is
brought forward to the principal or
teacher. While it is being brought forward from the door to the
stand … every pupil gives
the flag the military salute,
which is as follows:
The right hand uplifted,
palm upward, to a line with
the forehead, close to it.
While thus standing with
the palm upward and in
the attitude of salute, all
the pupils repeat together,
slowly and distinctly, the
following pledge:
I pledge allegiance to my
flag, and to the republic
for which it stands,
One nation, indivisible,
with liberty and justice
for all.
At the words, as pronounced in this pledge, ‘to
my flag,’ each one extends
the right hand gracefully,
palm upward, toward the
flag until the end of the
pledge of affirmation. Then all hands
drop to one side. …
In the primary departments, where
the children are very small, they are
taught to repeat, instead of the
pledge as given for the older children,
the following:
We give our heads
and our hearts to
God and our country, —
One country, one language,
one flag.
… In some schools the salute is
given in silence, as an act of reverence, unaccompanied by any pledge.
At a signal, as the flag reaches its
station, the right hand is raised,
palm downward, to a horizontal position against the forehead, and held
there until the flag is dipped and returned to a vertical position. Then,
at a second signal, the hand is
dropped to the side, and the pupil

takes his seat.”
Another variant on the salute and
the pledge is given in The Stars and
Stripes — A History of the United
States Flag by Charles W. Stewart3,
which credits “The American Flag Association, organized in 1898, for the
purpose of encouraging public sentiment in favor of honoring our flag
and preventing its desecration …” for
the words to be recited as a part of a
flag salute:
I pledge allegiance to my Flag,
and to the Country for which it
stands, one nation indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all.
Stewart goes on to say “As the pupils say the words — ‘I pledge allegiance,’ they lift high their heads, and
with the eyes on the flag, bring the
right hand to the forehead. Then as
they say, ‘to my Flag, and to the
Country for which it stands, one
nation indivisible,’ the right hand is
carried away from the forehead with
an outward and upward motion. At
the words ‘with liberty and justice
for all’ — both hands are waved outwards with a wide gesture, and then

©1917 National Geographic Society
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are dropped to the sides.”
The October, 1917 National Geographic stated “The salute to the flag
fosters a spirit of unity and loyalty
among the future citizens of the land,
regardless of the many racial stocks
from which these children may have
sprung. Happily, educators are rapidly appreciating the importance of
such outward symbols and ceremonies, and it is hoped that the time is
at hand when such patriotic customs
will be universally adopted in our
public and private schools.”
Interestingly, a custom that appears to have been somewhat popular, that of pointing to the flag with
one finger when reciting the words
“to my Flag,” isn’t mentioned in any
of these patriotic books from the period. It is pictured in the October,
1917 National Geographic article on
flags.
The custom of issuing a military
salute followed by gesturing at the
flag with an outstretched arm fell
into disuse during the Fascist era of

—3—

the 1940s and was replaced by the
method enshrined in the Flag Code
that was adopted by Resolution of
Congress in 1942. Today, the flag is
saluted by civilians, including school
children, by placing the hand over
the heart and standing erect, facing
the flag. As an alternative, the Flag
Code allows one to stand at attention and for males to remove the
headdress, as a sign of respect.
Aliens are not required to render a
salute but are to stand at attention
in respect to the flag.
The Pledge, as cited above, was
devised in 1892 by Francis Bellamy
and was the subject of a major patriotism campaign by The Youth’s
Companion that also encouraged
school children to purchase flags for
30,000 schools. The pledge was altered slightly by the First National
Flag Conference in 1923 by the replacement of the words “my flag” with
the words “the flag of the United
States of America” because of the fear
that immigrants may think of other
national flags when uttering the
Continued on Page 6
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The US Flag and Our
Public Schools
(Below) A patriotic vignette from the American Civil War (1861-1865) showing, among
other things, a public school flying a US Flag.
Note the secessionist flag in the lower right
corner.

(Above) An illustration from American Heritage magazine that shows a 13 star flag bearing an image of a little red school house, typical of the 19th century, flying a US Flag.

(Left) A Norman Rockwell-type painting of
school children saluting the US Flag c.1950.
(Below) Contemporary school children participating in a patriotic display involving flags
and a flag-like construction on the wall.

These illustrations were used in the original
presentation made by Dave Martucci at the
NEVA Meeting held in Colrain, Massachusetts,
April 18, 1999.
—4—
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The CORRECT Flag of Nunavut
In the last issue of this journal (NEJV #9), we showed a flag ascribed to us by our secret correspondent as the
yet-to-be unveiled new flag of the new Native American Territory in Canada, Nunavut. How wrong we were! Here
is the correct new flag of Nunavut featuring the “inusuk” emblem in the center and a star in the fly. The “inuksuk”
is a local symbol in Nunavut, a construction of stones said to be emblematic of the people and their culture.
Below is the new flag being paraded for the first time in the Ceremony of the
Flags in Victoria, BC. The new Nunavut arms are also illustrated and below, left
is a photo of an inuksuk of celebration in Ontario.

—5—
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words “my flag.” The words “under
God” were added to the pledge in
1954. In 1943 the Supreme Court
I’ll tell you a story in homely rhyme
ruled that mandatory pledging was
Of what took place in the olden time,
contrary to the First Amendment of
When a score of farmers on Catamount Hill,
the United States Constitution.
These rock-ribbed acres did faithfully till.
Today, the pledge reads as follows:
They had their churches, they had their schools,
I pledge allegiance to the flag of
And some of them lived by the ‘Golden Rule’;
the United States of America,
But they had no daily papers then,
and to the Republic for which it
But a weekly was taken by one of the men.
stands, one Nation under God,
He read it, and read it, through and through,
indivisible, with liberty and jusThen some of his neighbors read it, too.
tice for all.
Though they lived afar from life’s busy whirl,
Pageantry involving school chilThey knew of the doings of the outside world;
dren is also a custom that originated
And they watched the acts of Congress then,
at the end of the nineteenth century.
Even as we do — those Catamount men.
There are descriptions of numerous
When England boarded our ships at sea,
variations involving multitudes of
And took by force our seamen away,
flags, patriotic songs, processions,
When she, by many wicked acts,
costumes, alternate pledges, and
Did things as evil as ‘The great tea tax.’
patriotic vignettes. Even today such
Then the Catamount men were deeply stirred,
events are fairly common in our
And showed their feelings by deed and word.
schools as are US flag-like construcBut there were two parties here, it is said,
tions and art. Living flags, massed
One was Republican — one was ‘Fed.’
flags, parades of flags; all of these
The Republicans to our laws did cling,
are calculated to instill patriotic ferBut the Federalists favored the British King,
vor in our school children.
So spoke the Republicans of Catamount Hill.
4
In 1925 , Harrison Kerrick disThen Mrs. Rhoda Shippee, who stood for the right,
cussed making a US Flag in the
Gave cloth for the stars and the field of pure white.
school as an activity that “… brings
It was wove on her loom, and hatchelled from tow,
new patriotic thrills and joy through
And of beautiful finish, as white as the snow.
the possession and display of that
And Mrs. Lois Shippee, for Union gave ‘blue,’
Flag.” It is interesting to note that in
Which she spun, colored, and wove, — it was lovely to view;
the pattern instructions, alternatives
But who gave the cloth for the seven stripes of red
to the five-pointed star are given,
I cannot inform you, it has not been said.
specifically six-, seven-, eight, or
I think ’twas Sophia, or else it was Sue,*
nine-pointed stars, all being made by
But Rhoda gave the white and Lois the blue.
folding the cloth and making one
Then Sue, Lois, and Sophia went to Amasa’s,† where
snip of the scissors. Betsy Ross didn’t
He marked out the stars with compass and square.
have a patent on that technique!
And they sewed on the red, and they tacked on the stars,
In summary, beginning at CataAnd when it was finished they shouted huzzahs.
mount Hill, flying the flag over a
Then Amasa Shippee, who was a patriot bold,
schoolhouse slowly became a comWent down to the ‘Pine Swamp’ and cut two long poles,
mon practice of this country, deAnd spliced them together, so I have been told.
signed to express the national idenAnd the flag and the pine staff they carried one day
tity of our children, especially after
To the little log schoolhouse that stood by the way
that unity was disrupted during the
To the little log schoolhouse that stood by the road,
Civil War. In the classrooms, as an
’Twas their temple of learning and the temple of God.
adjunct to the external display, pa* Mrs. Sophia Willis and Mrs. Stephen
triotic fervor has been instilled by
display, salute, pledges, pageants, ª « ¬ - ® - ¬ « ª † (Sue) Hale.
Amasa Shippee.
and plays involving the flag. This still
happens today, although to a lesser NOTES
1. The Stars and Stripes and Other
and Co.; 1906) by Peleg Harrison, pgs.
degree than during the early years
American Flags (Boston; Little, Brown
158-159.
of the twentieth century. Like all
and Co.; 1906), pgs. 152-155.
3. (Boylston Publishing Co., Boston,
Massachusetts; 1915)
customs, these activities have 2. The Stars and Stripes and Other
American Flags (Boston; Little, Brown 4. The Flag of the United States; Your Flag
evolved over time. What further
and Mine (Champlin Printing Co.,
changes will the next century will
Columbus, Ohio;1925).
—6—
bring?

Raising the Flag
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on Catamount Hill
For the children went there to study each day,
And on Sunday the parents all went there to pray.
And they planted that staff, and they worked with a will,
’Twas as straight as an arrow, and as trim as a quill, —
And all of the people were there from the Hill —
And they stood there in groups awaiting to see
That emblem so grand — the flag of the free.
They made no long speeches — they made no long prayer,
But of those who were gifted a plenty were there.
There was no sounding of trumpet, no beating of drum,
No tramping, or marching, no firing of gun.
But the farmers were there, attired in their frocks,
And plenty of children, minus slippers and socks;
And the wives and the daughters in vandyke and calash,
But there was no soldier in cockade and sash.
And when dear ‘Old Glory’ floated gracefully out,
There arose on the air a glad, joyous shout,
‘Hurrah and hurrah!’ and each cheer seemed to say,
‘We’ll give our best efforts to our country to-day;
And England’s encroachments we resist with our might,
If she does not desist there will be a big fight.
Hurrah! and hurrah! to our country we’re true,
Hurrah! and hurrah! for the red, white, and blue.’
O! grand, noble women of Catamount Hill!
How you thought of that flag sets my pulses athrill!
How you worked with deft fingers and fashioned with care
The stars and the stripes, — your labor was prayer!
Prayer and appeal that they stand for the right,
And protest against England’s tyrannical might.
O, Amasa Shippee, thou brave volunteer,
Who went to the war in a later year,
Thy labor was noble, thy sentiments grand,
To be true to our country, our loved native land.
And tho’ this true story has been hid from our sight,
We rejoice that it has now come to the light.
It could not be lost! It has lived through the tears,
The joys and the sorrows, the hopes and the fears,
And comes o’er Time’s bridge of eighty-eight years*;
And we feel it is grand to be able to name
These Catamount patriots on the records of fame.”
* Written in 1900.
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The April meeting of NEVA was held Sunday, 18 April 1999 at the Brick Meeting
House in Colrain, Mass. Thanks to the owners of the house!
Attending the meeting were Carl Gurtman,
President; Dave Martucci, Secretary/Treasurer; Jim Croft, Tom Hale; Tom Hutcheson;
Whitney Smith; and Robert Lloyd Wheelock.
The meeting was called to order by President Gurtman at 1:16 p.m. All in attendance
introduced themselves.
The bylaws as reconstructed and printed
in the New England Journal of Vexillology,
Number 9 were reaffirmed on motion by
Whitney Smith, seconded by Tom Hutcheson
and passed unanimously.
Dave Martucci was nominated for reelection as Secretary-Treasurer and elected
unanimously.
An update and review of the application to
join FIAV was held. Copies of Info-FIAV were
distributed. Additional copies are available
from the Secretary. Jim Croft was appointed
NEVA’s representative to the 18th ICV, followed by Dave Martucci if he can’t make it,
then Whitney Smith. President Gurtman will
prepare the necessary written cridentials. A
further discussion of FIAV and the ICV was
held.
President Gurtman mentioned a contact
he received about someone selling a War of
1812 era 13 star US Flag. Further discussion was held on this topic.
The minutes of the 8 November 1998 meeting were printed in the New England Journal
of Vexillology, Number 9 and were approved
as written on motion by Jim Croft, seconded
by Tom Hale and passed unanimously.
The treasurer’s report was presented and
approved on motion by Jim Croft, seconded
by Tom Hale and passed unanimously.
The membership list was distributed and
reviewed by the members.
A possible goal for NEVA was proposed by
Jim Croft and discussed: preparation and
publication of a booklet about the places in
New England of vexillological interest. This
will be discussed further at the next meeting.
The customary round table “show and tell”
The New England Journal of
Vexillology is published irregularly by
the New England Vexillological Association, Dave Martucci, Editor. Annual
membership dues in NEVA is $10 for a
single class of membership and this fee
includes a subscription to the Journal.
In addition to the print version, there is
an online edition of the Journal found at
URL http://www.midcoast.com/
~martucci/neva/nejv.html . The editor
can be contacted by writing to:
David Martucci
240 Calderwood Rd
Washington ME 04574-3440
or by phone: (207) 845-2857
or by email to: vex@midcoast.com .
The views of individual authors are their
own and do not reflect the views of NEVA.

was held.
Carl Gurtman showed a Cigarette silk flag
quilt c.1911-1917 and the Colrain Historical Society tee shirt he just bought downstairs in the Meeting House. He related his
flag experiences in North Carolina and his
successful efforts at getting the York, Maine
Information Center to fly the US, Canadian
and Maine flags in the proper order.
Whitney Smith related the story of Jim
Ferrigan’s “three Whitney Day,” and of Gilbert Baker, the “Betsy Ross of the Gay Pride
Flag.” He showed some information on the
5th Regiment of Foot (British) Colours used
at Bunker Hill, logos of Québec political parties, and emblems of the Isle of Skye.
Tom Hutcheson corrected some facts in the
Montaque Flag article that appeared in NEJV
No. 9: first column, next to last paragraph:
Tom did not initially propose a geometric
design, but an early 20th century seal design. He showed the geometric design. He also
showed his father’s design for a 50 star US
Flag, a “Great Star” pattern he designed in
1947.
Robert Lloyd Wheelock is still working on
his Flag Handbook and has upgraded his
computer further. He is looking for suggestions for his book.
Jim Croft showed showed a “gay bear” flag
magnet, a catalog of Americana (with flags),
pins from Lithuania and a book on the Heraldry of Lithuania. He also provided information on an upcoming issue of NAVA’s
Raven on Canadian Civic flags.
Tom Hale discussed the US Vice
President’s flag and showed a Military bulletin with flags of US Department heads (Institute of Heraldry), some catalogs, some
photos of the Massachusetts State House
Civic Flag Collection and flags of
Liechtenstein.
Dave Martucci shared some correspondence with Lynn Knights (including photos
of the flags at Fort Sumpter in South Carolina), and other miscellaneous materials.
Carl Gurtman related the story of the attempt to make the Japanese flag official.
The location of the next meeting was discussed. As we have not yet met outside of
northern New England, there was support
for finding a location in Connecticut for an
upcoming meeting. It was suggested that New
Britain, Connecticut or in Quincy, Massachusetts if that didn’t work out. Other possible sites discussed were Brown University
in Providence, RI and Boston. Tom Hale volunteered to do a presentation.
The date for the next meeting was set for
Sunday, 7 November 1999 at 1 p.m., location to be announced.
Wonderful refreshments were served and
the group reviewed photos and other materials about the Colrain Flag. Unfortunately
the flag was in Lowell for conservation.
Dave Martucci made a presentation on Flag
Usage in US Schools.
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
David B. Martucci, Secretary.
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Notice of Next
Meeting
1 PM Sunday,
14 November1999
USS Salem (CA139),
Quincy, Massachusetts
Chief Petty Officers
Wardroom
The United States Naval Shipbuilding Museum and USS Salem (CA 139), the world’s
only preserved heavy cruiser, are located at
739 Washington Street in Quincy, Massachusetts - in the former Fore River Shipyard.
Their telephone number is (617) 479-7900.

USS Salem
(CA 139)
Pride of the
Sixth Fleet
Ordered by the
US Navy on 14
June, 1943, USS
Salem (CA 139)
was laid down on
4 July, 1945 at the Bethlehem Steel
Company’s Quincy Yard in Quincy, MA
and launched on 25 March, 1947. She
was commissioned at the Boston Navy
Yard on 14 May, 1949.
USS Salem served a distinguished 10
year career as flagship of the US Sixth
Fleet in the Mediterranean and the Second Fleet in the Atlantic. Although Salem never fired her mighty guns in anger, her very presence served as a stimulus for peace during those troubled times
that came to be called the Cold War. She
served as a Lady of Diplomacy, rather
than as a means of exerting brute force.
USS Salem was decommissioned on
30 January, 1959 and joined the Atlantic Reserve Fleet at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard.
In October of 1994, Salem once again
made her way north to her birthplace in
Quincy, where she is now the centerpiece of the United States Naval and
Shipbuilding Museum. Now “crewed” by
a staff of museum professionals and enthusiastic volunteers, she is being restored to her full glory.
On 14 May, 1995 - 46 years to the day
since her original commissioning - Salem was recommissioned - this time as
a member of the Historic Naval Ships
Association. She now serves her country once again with her new mission of
teaching people of all generations our
nation’s rich history of shipbuilding and
naval duty.

