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COLLECTING FLAG ITEMS
The recent explosion of on-line auc-

tions has made collecting flags and re-
lated items much easier. Besides eBay,
the largest and most recognized site,
Yahoo and other commercial sites have
started their own auctions. Often you
can find items by searching for key words
such as “flag” and “New England”.

Several items of interest to our members
came to light on the eBay auction. Just
this month a 13 star flag associated with
Maine shipping of the 19th Century sold
for just over $250. It was in very good con-
dition and had the stars in a 3-2-3-2-3 pat-
tern.

Besides flags, there are also flag related
items to search for. Three such items are
pictured here.

The first (left, top) is a program of the
1888 Republican Convention, showing the
US Flag on the cover inscribed on the white
stripes “Protection To/American/Indus-
tries/Republican/Hand Book/Conn.
1888”.

The next item (left, center) is an early cel-
luloid button showing the USS Maine from
which hangs a ribbon in the design of the
Cuban Flag. Both the button and the rib-
bon are inscribed “Remember the Maine!”.

Finally, as you know, flags and arms of-
ten figure on bank notes and coins. Below
is pictured a fine note of the Searsport
Bank in Searsport, Maine, dating from the
middle of the 19th Century. It features
several vignettes, one of which is an Ameri-
can sailor holding  a 13 star flag. The stars
appear to be arranged in an oval of 10 with
three more in the middle.

H E L P !
You may have noticed the spring meeting

is scheduled for a later date than normal
and that this is the first Journal to appear
in over a year. These things don’t happen by
themselves. WE NEED YOUR HELP! Please
consider any or all of the following actions:

PLAN A MEETING — We meet twice a year
and someone needs to arrange for a place
and possibly a tour or visit to a local site of
interest. We have no budget but often a li-
brary or community building will allow us
to meet gratis.

SEND IN MATERIAL FOR THE JOURNAL
— Anything is good. Clippings, photos of in-
teresting flag stuff you see, comments, let-
ters, etc. WE NEED MATERIAL!

This Association and our Journal cannot
succeed without YOU!
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Pine Tree Flags in New England
The traditional flag of New
England is descended
from the English Ensign
of c1621-1707. In 1636,
Massachusetts Puritans
removed the cross, but by
1686 it was again in-
cluded, but this time with
the addition of a tree.

After 1707, when the
Union Jack replaced the
Cross of St. George, the
New England flag reflected
this change but still
showed the characteristic
Pine Tree. In 1775, the
British crosses were
dropped altogether and
the Pine Tree was made
larger.

English Ensign c1621-1707

Massachusetts Bay flag (unofficial) 1636-1686 New England Flag 1686-c1707

New England Flag c1707-1775

New England Flag since 1775
(Below) Detail of The Death of General Warren

on Bunker’s Hill, by John Trumbull, 1786

Massachusetts Bay Pine Tree Shilling,
minted after 1652.

New English Jack painted
by Lt. Gradon in 1686. Flag of the New England

Vexillological Association, adopted 1990

New English Ensign c1700

French engraving 1692 showing
blue field but described as red.

Maine’s first Militia Color, 1822

Maine’s first State Flag, 1901-1909 Maine State Flag since 1909 Maine Maritime Flag since 1939 Massachusetts Navy Flag 1775 Massachusetts Naval Flag 1971 Vermont State Flag (variant) 1837-1923 Vermont State Flag (variant) 1837-1923

Vermont State Flag since 1923
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NEW MEMBERS
Mason Kaye

2235 N W Aspen
Portland OR 97210

veximonkey@aol.com

A complete listing will be distributed at the next Meeting.

OO

MINUTES
of the NEVA Meeting

held April 15, 2000
at the Rhode Island State

House and the RI Builder’s
Assn. Building

ATTENDING
President Carl Gurtman, Secre-
tary/Treasurer Dave Martucci,
Paul Eno, Tom Hutcheson,
Chris Sweet, Brendan Sweet, and
Robert Lloyd Wheelock.
TOUR
NEVA members met at 1 PM at the
Rhode Island State House in Provi-
dence for a wonderful tour of the
building and flags. Thanks go to Paul
Eno especially for arranging this tour
and to the staff of the State House
for guiding us through the building.
Everyone enjoyed it very much. Af-
ter the tour, the members regathered
at the Rhode Island Builder’s Asso-
ciation building in East Providence.
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order at 2:40
p.m. by President Gurtman.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
MOTION by Chris Sweet, SEC-
ONDED by Paul Eno to accept the
minutes of the 11/14/99 meeting.
Minutes were ACCEPTED as pub-
lished in NEJV 11.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer reported there we had
$194.53 in the checking account as
of 11/14/99 and that income to-
talled $150.00 and expenses
$195.05, leaving a balance of
$149.48 as of 4/15/00. On a MO-
TION by Chris Sweet, SECONDED
by Tom Hutcheson, the Treasurer’s
report was ACCEPTED by vote.
SECRETARY’S REPORT
The Secretary handed out an up-
dated membership list. Current
membership stands at 40 members.
OLD BUSINESS
NEW ENGLAND FLAG ISSUE DIS-
CUSSION
A general discussion of the adoption
of the Ebinger flag by the New En-
gland Governor’s Conference was
held. On a MOTION by Carl
Gurtman, SECONDED by Tom
Hutcheson, and PASSED unani-
mously, the Secretary was directed
to draft a respectful letter to the
NEGC expressing our distaste at
adopting a copyrighted symbol that
we are prohibited from using with-
out permission.
NAVA
A discussion to join NAVA for the
ensuing year was held. Since we are
a FIAV member, NAVA NEWS and
RAVEN are being sent to us (c/o Carl
Gurtman). No other benefit of mem-
bership could be identified for NEVA.
It was agreed by consensus that in-
dividual members of NEVA are en-
couraged to join NAVA. Dave
Martucci passed out membership
brochures for NAVA. A free issue of
NAVA NEWS is available to anyone
who mails a 9x12 SASE with 55¢
postage to him.
NEW BUSINESS
NEW ENGLAND CONFEDERATION
Paul Eno chairs the Regional Sym-
bols Committee of the New England
Confederation for the Future. They

Ronald Strachan
National Flags
PO Box 4829
Darwin NT

AUSTRALIA 0801
61-8-89816343

flagman@ozemail.com.au

Peter Edwards
Burgee Data Archives

117 Airdrie Rd
Toronto ON M4G 1M6

CANADA
(416) 423-9979

peter.edwards@etel.tdsd.on.ca

Brian Roche
Flag Tales

8 Old Stafford Rd
Holland MA 01521
1-800-870-9588

Brendan Sweet
145 Blackberry Rd

N Attleboro MA
02760-3518

(508) 695-0795



—7—

NE12JVNE12JV

The New England Journal of
Vexillology is published ir-
regularly by the New England
Vexillological Association,
Dave Martucci, Editor. Annual
membership dues in NEVA is
$10 for a single class of mem-
bership and this fee includes a
subscription to the Journal. In
addition to the print version,
there is an online edition of the
Journal found at URL http://
w w w . m i d c o a s t . c o m /
~martucci/neva/nejv.html .
The editor can be contacted by
writing to:

David Martucci
240 Calderwood Rd

Washington ME 04574-3440
or by phone: (207) 845-2857

or by email to:
vex@midcoast.com .

The views of individual au-
thors are their own and do not
reflect the views of NEVA.

are planning to sponsor bills in each
of the six NE states to designate a
New England Flag Day featuring the
traditional New England Flag. The
date will probably be May 19, the
date of the founding of the 1643 New
England Confederation. On a MO-
TION by Paul Eno, SECONDED by
Dave Martucci, it was VOTED that
NEVA is in full support of this effort
and that we would help them with
publicity by making extra copies of
the NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF
VEXILLOLOGY #11 available and by
helping to distribute their promo-
tional materials.
ROUND TABLE
Carl Gurtman is looking at practices
and lore of flags. He is particularly
seeking if there is a parallel of the
Volunteer Fire Fighter Flag for Po-
lice Departments. He also reported
that Israel has again applied to the
International Red Cross for recogni-
tion of the Red Star of David. He
showed other IRC suggestions, in-
cluding a red diamond with a smaller
white diamond positioned at the base
of the red diamond (but not to the
very edge). On the white, the emblem
of choice (red cross, crescent, star of
David, etc.) could be shown.
Paul Eno showed the Pawtucket City
Flag. He reported a move in the US
Congress to allow City Mayors to or-
der the half-staffing of the flag as well
as the President and Governors.
Dave Martucci showed some new
books and prints he acquired. He
also showed some new flags.
Robert Lloyd Wheelock displayed the
International Symbolism Research
Institute emblem and explained it.
He also showed us a sketch of his
personal flag and explained his St.
Eustatius project.
Brendan Sweet is working on a
Scouting Flag Project for his Boy
Scout Troop.
Chris Sweet is generally interested
in flags and explained what he is
learning about.
Tom Hutcheson reported on the flags
he spotted in the news in Miami re-
garding the Elian Gonzales event. US
and Cuban flags were in evidence as

well as others. Some of the latter
could not be identified.
Carl expressed the Association’s
thanks to Paul Eno for the meeting
site and tour. A round of applause
was held.
PRESENTATION
No presentation was made due to the
late hour.
NEXT MEETING
Probably Sunday, November 4, 2000
in the Boston area if we can arrange
a free or very low cost site; we would
like to continue the State House
tours; otherwise it will be in York,
ME. Exact date and location to be
determined by subcommittee con-
sisting of Carl Gurtman and Tom
Hutcheson.
ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
Dave Martucci

Secretary/Treasurer
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Notice of Next Meeting

Minutes of the Last Meeting
The November meeting of NEVA was

held Sunday, 12 November 2000 at Carl
Gurtman’s house in York, Maine. Thanks
Carl!

Attending the meeting were Carl
Gurtman, President; Dave Martucci,
Secretary/Treasurer; Jim Croft; Tom
Hale;  and Robert Lloyd Wheelock.

The meeting was called to order by
President Gurtman at 1:50 p.m.  All in
attendance introduced themselves.

The minutes of the 15 April 2000 meet-
ing were read, discussed and accepted
as written on motion by Gurtman, 2nd
by Croft.

A discussion of the New England Flag
issue developed. The latest membership
list was distributed.

The treasurer’s report was presented
and on motion by Gurtman, 2nd Croft,
was accepted.

A letter from Dick Libby who has now
moved to Maryland was read.

It was reported that Lynn Knights
called, sends regards and is willing to
carry the NEVA Credentials to the 19th
ICV.

We now are receiving an exchange with
Flagmaster.
New England Flag Discussion

The letter from the New England

Governor’s Conference dated May 17,
2000 was read (see page 2) and dis-
cussed. Ebinger’s flag is recognized by
the NEGC as the flag of the Conference,
not as the Flag of New England. They
indicated support for a New England Flag
Day. A general discussion of Flag Day
ensued. Flag Day programs, e.g. Radio
shows, were cited as ways to heighten
awareness. The question was raised
“How many countries or states have a
Flag Day?” Many people identify them-
selves as “New Englanders”. Perhaps
“New England Flag Day” should be the
same day as “Patriot’s Day”. Two states
(Maine and Massachusetts) already des-
ignate this day as a holiday. The Secre-
tary was directed to suggest this to Paul
Eno and the group he is working with.
Round Table

Carl Gurtman showed The Eyewitness
Handbook of Flags. He was in Spain re-
cently and remarked on flag usage there.
He also went to Gibraltar. There are
Gibraltar Arms used by the Spanish who
were ‘kicked out’ of the locale when the
British occupied the position. These
arms are older than the present arms.
He showed a John Paul Jones Serapis
flag with “Rebuild the Ranger” inscribed
on the fly. He located a fourth Cape

Breton flag, one with musical notes on
it. He also showed the other three flags.
Jim Croft noted there is a Cape Breton
civic flag as well. Carl saw two different
Mic Mac Indian flags recently. He noted
the Fireman grave decoration flag (red
with the gold fire seal) is now being flown
at stations. He also spotted an EMS
(Emergency Medical Services) variant,
blue with a white star of life. He men-
tioned small paper flags used in the Jew-
ish celebration of Simchah Torah. He
also showed some heraldic charts from
the French provinces and from Malta.

Jim Croft reported that Ottawa has a
new Coat of Arms. He showed the pro-
posals. Smaller cities in Canada are be-
ing amalgamated into larger regional
municipalities. Most Canadian munici-
palities have flags.

Robert Wheelock showed some flag
pencils he collected and three flags he
just got, Ghana, Israel and Afghanistan.
Also publications on State Flags and
making your own flag. Working on
NEVA’s web pages and a flag design
project for St. Eustatius.

Tom Hale has been finding good used
books lately. One on Civil War Battle
Flags, Grace Cooper’s book, the 1917
National Geographic, the Mastai’s book
and others. He is working on Estonian
flags. Picked up a North Carolina flag
that has a CSA Fly, like the Georgia flag
recently replaced. He has also seen a
South Carolina variant like it.

Dave Martucci told of the latest NAVA
Meeting in Lansing, Michigan. He
showed some flag charts, some that he
printed and one from the Lansing meet-
ing about the Civil War flags of Michi-
gan. He told about his involvement with
the US “Stars and Stripes” stamps is-
sued on Flag Day 2000.
New Business

Should we try to meet more often, for
example three times a year in, say, Janu-
ary, April, and September? Problem is
finding volunteers to plan meetings.
Should we meet Saturdays instead of
Sundays? Should we have one field trip
a year to replace one of the meetings? It
was suggested we survey our members.
Election

Due to the fact we forgot to hold an
election in April, an election for Presi-
dent was held. Carl Gurtman was re-
elected unanimously.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held in April
or when the President finds a suitable
place. The biennial election for Secre-
tary/Treasurer will be held. Notices will
be sent out.

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

David B. Martucci, Secretary.

The Spring Meeting of the New En-
gland Vexillological Association will be
held in the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
Museum on Sunday, 13 May 2001 , at
1:00 PM .

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is lo-
cated on Seavey Island in the Piscataqua
River. The Shipyard Museum contains
may artifacts of the building and over-
haul work performed at the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard over the past 200 years.
The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the
Nation’s oldest Naval Shipyard. The Mu-
seum is noted for some marvellous mod-
els, and contains a few items of specific
vexillogical interest.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS
From the South
Take I-95 north over the Piscataqua
River into Maine. Take Exit Two - Route
236/Traffic Circle. This exit take you
to the Kittery Traffic Circle. Follow 236
south, off the Circle - at the red caboose.
It will be 1.2 miles to the Shipyard; note
that 236 changes to Route 103 East
about one tenth (.1) mile before the
Shipyard.
Gate Two will be on your right.

From the North
Take I-95/Maine Turnpike south. Af-
ter the tolls, continue south. Take Exit
Two. Go right onto Route 236 to take
you to the Kittery Traffic Circle. Follow
236 south, off the Circle - at the red
caboose. It will be 1.2 miles to the Ship-
yard; note that 236 changes to Route
103 East about one tenth (.1) mile be-
fore the Shipyard.
Gate Two will be on your right.

At the Shipyard
There will be a Guard at the Gatehouse.
Inform him that you are attending the
New England Vexillological Association
meeting at the Museum. He should
have your name on a list. Proceed
straight about two tenths (.2) mile. You
will be approaching an intersection.
This is Sicard Street. The Museum is
an impressive low gray granite build-
ing labeled Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
Visitor Center, at the corner on your
left.
Park at the Museum.

NOTE
If you do NOT live in New England,
please let Carl know if you are coming
so we can be sure you are on the list.
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