




















Russian Federation

Hiccbgerfz Atithiz F LA GS OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION compiledby Anténio Martins

http://fotw.digibel.be/flags/ ~ @ 12 Adopted 23 Mar 1992 (8D)? Adopted? @D 2:3 Adopted 2 Jul 1992 2:3  Adopted 16 Apr 1999 1:2 Adopted? (@ 1:2  Adopted 25 Feb 1992
Adygea Aga Buryat Autonomous District Altay Republic Amur Region Arkhangelsk Region Bashkortostan
Htcge,kbrf Flsutz Fubycrbq <ehzncrbq Htcge,kbrf Fknfq Fvehcrfz j,kfcnm Fhrfyutkmcrfz j,kfcnm Htcge,kbrf <Ffirjhnjcnfy

fdnjyjvysq jrheu

2:3 Adopted ? ® 12 Adopted 29 Oct 1992 3:5=  Adopted 1 Nov 1991 1:2 Adopted 22 Dec 1995 1:2 Adopted ? 5:8  Adopted 29 Apr 1992 1:2 Adopted 26 Feb 1994 2:3 Adopted ? ® 12 Adopted 15 Jul 1994
Bryansk Region Buryatia Chechenia Chita Region Chukchi Autonomous District Chuvashia Daghestan Evenk Autonomous District Ingushia
<hzycrfz j,kfcnm Htcge,kbrf <ehznbz Xtxtycrfz Htcge,kbrf Xbnbycrfz j,kfcnm Xerjncrbq Xedficrfz Htcge,kbrf Htcge,kbrf Lfutcnfy ““dtyrbqcrbgq Byeicrfz Htcge,kbrf
fdnjyjvysq jrheu fdnjyjvysq jrheu
2:3 Adopted 16 Jul 1997 2:3 Adopted 3Mar 1998 (@D 2:3  Adopted 21 Sep 1994 1:2 Adopted ? 1:2 Adopted 30 Jul 1993 2:3 Adopted? (@ 122 Adopted 26 Jul 1996 2:3 Adopted 16 Feb 1993 3:5 Adopted ?
Irkutsk Region lvanovo Region Kabardino-Balkaria Kaliningrad Region Kalmykia Kamchatka Region Karachay-Cherkessia Karelia Kemerovo Region
Bhrencrfz j,kfcnm Bdfyjdcrfz j,kfcnm Rf,Fhlbyj-<fkrfhcrfz Rfkbybyuhflcrfz j,kfcnm Htcge,kbrf Rfkvsrbz Rfvxfncrfz j,kfcnm Rfhfxftdj-Xthrtccrfz Htcge,kbrf R¥fhtkbz Rtvthjdcrfz j,kfcnm
Htcge,kbrf Htcge,kbrf
2:3 Adopted 14 Jul 1994 1:2 Adopted 6 Jun 1992 1:2 Adopted 23 Jan 1998 1:2 Adopted 6 Jun 1994 1:2 Adopted 27 Jun 1997 ? Adopted ? 2:3 Adopted 1 Jun 1995 1:2=  Adopted 16 Apr 2000 1:2  Adopted 25 Nov 1997
Khabarovsk Territory Khakassia Khanty-Mansi Autonomous District Komi Komi-Permyak Autonomous District Koryak Autonomous District Krasnodar Territory Krasnoyarsk Territory Kurgan Region
{f,fhjdccrbqg rhfq Htcge,kbrf {frfcbz {fyns-Vfycbqcrbq Htcge,kbrf Rjvb Rjvb-Gthvzwrbq Rjhzrcrbg Rhfcyjlfhcrbg rhfq Rhfcyjzhcrbq rhfq Rehufycrfz j,kfcnm
fdnjyjvysq jrheu fdnjyjvysq jrheu fdnjyjvysq jrheu
2:3 Adopted 17 Dec 1996 2:3 Adopted 7 Dec 1997 1:2 Adopted 3 Sep 1992 1:2  Adopted 30 Mar 1995 2:3 Adopted 1 Feb 1995 2:3 Adopted 3 Dec 1997 1:2 Adopted ? 2:3 Adopted 2 Oct 1992 1:2 Adopted Aug 1999
Kursk Region Leningrad Region Mari-El Mordvinia Moscow City Moscow Region Nenets Autonomous District North Ossetia (Alania) Omsk Region
Rehcrfz j,kfcnm Ktybyuhflcrfz j,kfcnm Htcge,kbrf WVfhbg ““k Htcge,kbrf Vjhljdbz Ujhjl Atlthfkmyjuj Vjcrjdcrfz j,kfcnm Ytytwrbq Htcge,kbrf Ctdthyfz Jvcerfz  j,kfcnm
GjIxbytybz Vjcrdf fdnjyjvysq jrheu Jctnbz Fkfybz
2:3 Adopted 27 Oct 1997 1:2 Adopted ? @2:3 Adopted 22 Feb 1995 2:3 Adopted 10 Oct 1996 2:3 Adopted ? 2:3  Adopted 16 Apr 1997 2:3 Adopted 22 Sep 1998 2:3 Adopted 5 Sep 1996 2:3 Adopted 10 Dec 1998
Orenburg Region Perm’ Region Primor’ye (Maritime) Territory Rostov Region Saint Petersburg City Sakhalin Region Samara Region Saratov Region Smolensk Region
Jhty,ehucrfz  j,kfcnm Gthverfz j,kfcnm Ghbvjhcrbg rhfq Hjcnjdcrfz  j,kfcnm Ujhjl Atlthfkmyjuj Cf[fkbycrfz j,kfcnm Cfvfherfz j,kfcnm Cfhfnjdcrfz j,kfcnm Cvjktycrfz j,kfcnm

GjlIxbytybz Cfyrn Gtnth,ehu

2:3 Adopted 29 Dec 1994 2:3 Adopted 4 Apr 1997 1:2  Adopted 19 Nov 1991 1:2 Adopted ? 2:3 Adopted c. 1997 1:2 Adopted 17 Sep 1992 2:3 Adopted 23 Dec 1996 2:3 Adopted 5 Nov 1995 1:2. Adopted 3 Dec 1993
Stavropol” Territory Sverdlovsk Region Tatarstan Taymyr (Dolgan-Nenets) A. D. Tomsk Region Tuva Tver’ Region Tyumen’ Region Udmurtia
Cnhfdjgjkncrbq rhfq Cdtlkjdcrfz j,kfcnm Htcge,kbrf Nfnfhenfy Nfqvshcrbq (Ljkufyj- Njverfz j,kfcnm Htcge,kbrf Nsdf Ndthcrfz j,kfcnm N.vtycrfz j,kfcnm Elvehncrfz Htcge,kbrf
Ytytwrbq) fdnjyjvysq jrheu
No model available. © 2000 D. MARTUCCI
Unable to construct ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

image from Law text.

2:3 Adopted 17 Jul 1997 1:2  Adopted 28 Apr 1999 2:3  Adopted 26 Nov 1997 2:3 Adopted 1 Jul 1997 1:2 Adopted 14 Oct 1992 2:3 Adopted ? 2:3 Adopted c. 1997-98 2:3 Adopted 1 Oct 1996
Ust” Orda Buryat A. D. Vladimir Region Vologda Region Voronezh Region Yakutia-Sakha Yamal Nenets Autonomous District Yaroslavl’ Region Yevrey (Jewish) Autonomous Region
Ecnn-Jhlbycrbgq <ehzncrbq Dkflbvbhcrfz j,kfcnm Djkjujlcrfz j,kfcnm Djhjyt;crfz j,kfcnm Htcge,kbrf Cf[f Zvfkj-Ytytwcrbgq Zhjckfdcrfz j,kfcnm Tdhtqcrbfz

fdnjyjvysq jrheu fdnjyjvysq jrheu fdnjyjvyfz j,kfcnm vex@vexman.net
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42. Kemerovo Region (36,900 sq. mi.; 3,181,000
inhab.) Capital: Kemerovo. Flag adopt. unkn. date.
Ratio: 3:5. Stripes: 5:2:5. Kuzbas coal black on siberian
colors. Source: Igor Minkov, from the regional
government. Image by Anténio Martins.

43. Kirov Region (46,600 sq. mi.; 1,700,000 inhab.)
Capital: Kirov. Flag unknown.

44. Kostroma Region (23,200 sq. mi.; 812,000 inhab.)
Capital: Kostroma. Flag unknown. City flag exists:
horizontal 2:3 light blue, golden, white and medium
blue, equal stripes (source: russian TV channel
Kul'tura).

45. Kurgan Region (27,400 sq. mi.; 1,115,000 inhab.)
Capital: Kurgan. Flag adopt. 25 Nov 1997. Ratio: 1:2.
Equal stripes. Law prescribes “emerald green.”
Canting flag: kurgan is russian for “hill.” Sources: law
text and government website
(http:/ /www.admobl kurgan.ru/gerald.html). Image
by Pascal Gross.

46. Kursk Region (11,500 sq. mi.; 1,335,000 inhab.)
Capital: Kursk. Flag adopt. 17 Dec 1996. Ratio: 2:3
Stripes: 1:2:2:2:1. Imperial flag on red with city coat of
arms. Actual official flags with visible white
fimbriation around coat of arms. Official website
(http:/ /home.sovtest.ru/ ~oblduma/ zakon/z19-3ko.
html) shows wrong ratio and wrong size and
placement of the coat of arms. Sources: law text and
russian TV. Image by Anténio Martins.

47. Leningrad Region (33,200 sq. mi.,; 1,673,000
inhab.) Capital: Saint Petersburg. Flag adopt. 7 Dec
1997. Ratio: 2:3. Two different shades of blue. Incorrect
ratio at the official website (http://www.lenobl.ru/
zakoni/ gerb_flg.htm). Sources: law text and Michael
Simakov. Image by Anténio Martins and Michael
Simakov.

48. Lipetsk Region (9,300 sq. mi.; 1,234,000 inhab.)
Capital: Lipetsk. No flag, as of 22 Dec 1998. Source:
Igor Lizunov, from the regional government.

49. Magadan Region (462,900 sq. mi.; 509,000
inhab.) Capital: Magadan. Flag unknown.

50. Moscow Region (18,100 sq. mi.; 6,707,000 inhab.)
Capital: Moscow. Flag adopt. 3 Dec 1997, but hoisted
for the first time 9 Mar 1999. Ratio: 2:3. Sources: law
texts, Elena Kalianova, from the regional government,
and Victor Lomantsov. Image by Elena Kalianova and
Pascal Gross.

51. Murmansk Region (55,900 sq. mi.; 1,148,000
inhab.) Capital: Murmansk. No flag, as of 17 Feb
2000. Source: Yury Rocich.

52. Nizhniy Novgorod Region (28,900 sq. mi.;
3,704,000 inhab.) Capital: Nizhniy Novgorod. No
flag, as of 1 Mar 1999. Source: Michael Simakov. Red
capital city flag with yellow outline of coat of arms
exists.

53. Novgorod Region (21,300 sq. mi.; 752,000 inhab.)
Capital: Velikiy Novgorod. No flag, as of 31 May
1999. The capital city flag pattern (white-blue-white
horizontal, with centered coat of arms) was said by
regional government official to be usable as an
“informal flag,” but this is not used in loco. Source:
Anténio Martins and Pascal Gross.

54. Novosibirsk Region (68,800 sq. mi.; 2,803,000
inhab.) Capital: Novosibirsk. No flag, as of 15 Jan
1999. Source: regional government, by way of Pascal
Gross. Wavy diagonal capital city flag — green, white,
light blue and white — exists.

55. Omsk Region (53,900 sq. mi.; 2,170,000 inhab.)
Capital: Omsk. Flag adopt. Aug 1999. Ratio: 1:2.
Identical to the RSFSR flag. Source: Andrey
Yashlawsky. Doubtful: no law was found to confirm it.
Image by Zeljko Heimer.

56. Orenburg Region (47,900 sq. mi.; 2,204,000
inhab.) Capital: Orenburg. Flag adopt. 27 Oct 1997.
Ratio: 2:3. Red with regional coat or arms. White
shield fimbriation. Source: Victor Lomantsov. Image by
Pascal Gross.

57. Orel Region (9,500 sq. mi.; 903,000 inhab.)
Capital: Oryol (aka Orel). Flag unknown. Contest
conducted Apr-Jul 1997, results unknown. Source: law
text.

58. Penza Region (16,700 sq. mi.; 1,514,000 inhab.)
Capital: Penza. Flag unknown.

59. Perm’ Region (62,000 sq. mi.; 3,109,000 inhab.)

Capital: Perm. Flag adopt. unkn. date. Ratio: 1:2.
Source: local vexillologist, by way of Catalonian
Vexillological Association. According to Michael
Simakov, as of 14 Oct 1998, law about the regional
flag is still being discussed, so this flag may be
spurious. Image by Anténio Martins.

60. Pskov Region (21,300 sq. mi.; 841,000 inhab.)
Capital: Pskov. Flag unknown.

61. Rostov Region (41,700 sq. mi.; 4,363,000 inhab.)
Capital: Rostov-na-Danu. Flag adopt. 10 Oct 1996.
Ratio: 2:3. Width of the white stripe: 3/10. Top stripe
medium blue. Based on the Rostov Cossack flag of
1918. Sources: law text and Oleg Mysakov. Image by
Oleg Mysakov.

62. Ryazan’ Region (15,300 sq. mi.; 1,344,000 inhab.)
Capital: Ryazan. Flag unknown.

63. Samara Region (20,700 sq. mi.; 3,296,000 inhab.)
Capital: Samara. Flag adopt. 22 Sep 1998. Ratio: 2:3.
Height of the coat of arms: 2/3. Sources: law texts and
Andrey Yashlawsky. Image by Pascal Gross.

64. Saratov Region (38,700 sq. mi.; 2,711,000 inhab.)
Capital: Saratov. Flag adopt. 5 Sep 1996. Ratio: 2:3.
Height of the red stripe: 1/3. Coat of arms centered on
the white panel. Sources: law text and Andrey
Yashlawsky. Image by Ant6nio Martins.

65. Sakhalin Region (33,600 sq. mi.; 719,000 inhab.)
Capital: Yuzhna-Sakhalinsk. Flag adopt. 16 Apr 1997.
Ratio: 2:3. Law prescribes “dark blue with an emerald-
green tinge,” medium dark blue shown at official
website (http:/ /www.adm.sakhalin.ru/). Source: law
text. Image by Pascal Gross.

66. Sverdlovsk Region (75,200 sq. mi.; 4,719,000
inhab.) Capital: Ekaterinburg. Flag adopt. 4 April
1997. Ratio: 2:3. Stripes: 7:9:1:3. Coat of arms, set
3/20 off the top, can be ommited. Source: law text.
Image by Anténio Martins.

67. Smolensk Region (19,200 sq. mi.; 1,163,000
inhab.) Capital: Smolensk. Flag adopt. 10 Dec 1998.
Ratio: 2:3. Stripes: 231:18:62:18:31. Source: law text.
Image by Pascal Gross.

68. Tambov Region (13,200 sq. mi.; 1,310,000 inhab.)
Capital: Tambov. No flag, as of 15 Jan 1999. Source:
regional government, by way of Pascal Gross.

69. Tver’ Region (32,500 sq. mi.; 1,668,000 inhab.)
Capital: Tver. Flag adopt. 23 Dec 1996. Ratio: 2:3.
Stripes: 1:2:1. Central device, a throne, from the
historical arms. Sources: law text and Jir{i Tenora.
Image by Pascal Gross.

70. Tomsk Region (122,300 sq. mi.; 1,012,000 inhab.)
Capital: Tomsk. Flag adopt. unkn. date (in 1997 or
after). Ratio: 2:3. Source: Tatyana Akimova. Image by
Pascal Gross.

71. Tula Region (9,900 sq. mi.; 1,844,000 inhab.)
Capital: Tula. Flag unknown.

72. Tyumen’ Region (554,000 sq. mi.; 3,137,000
inhab.) Capital: Tyumen. Flag adopt. 5 Nov 1995.
Ratio: 2:3. Hoist side crown officially white bordered
yellow, but some flags show yellow. The two yellow
crowns stand for Khanty-Mansia (#86) and Yamal
Nenetsia (#89), parts of Tyumen Region. Sources:
official website (http://www.tsu.tmn.ru/region.htm)
and Vexilologie 102 and Image by Pascal Gross.

73. Ul'yanovsk Region (14,400 sq. mi.; 1,444,000
inhab.) Capital: Ulyanovsk. Flag unknown.

74. Chelyabinsk Region (33,900 sq. mi.; 3,638,000
inhab.) Capital: Chelyabinsk. Flag unknown.

75. Chita Region (166,600 sq. mi.; 1,391,000 inhab.)
Capital: Chita. Flag adopt. 22 Dec 1995. Ratio: 1:2.
Source: official website (http://www.chita-russia.org/
politics /simvol.html). Image by Anténio Martins.

76. Yaroslavl’ Region (14,100 sq. mi.; 1,472,000
inhab.) Capital: Yaroslavl. Flag adopt. sometime
between Oct 1997 and Jul 1998. Ratio: 2:3. Source:
Victor Lomantsov. VexilINFO 41 (1999) misreported
horizontal yellow, red and blue. Image by Anténio
Martins.

77. Moscow City (8,957,000 inhab.) Flag adopt. 1 Feb
1995. Ratio: 2:3. Dark red. Banner of the traditional
city arms. Source: law text. Incorrect variants with
shield outline exist. Image by Nikolay Khimenkov.

78. Saint Petersburg City (5,004,000 inhab.) Flag
adopt. unkn. date. Ratio: 2:3 Medium red. Banner of
the traditional city arms. Sources: Victor Lomantsov
and Michael Simakov. Image by Victor Lomantsov
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and Anténio Martins.

79. Yevrey (Jewish) Autonomous Region (13,900 sq.
mi.; 221,000 inhab.) Capital: Birobidzhan. Off. lang.:
Yiddish. Flag adopt. 1 Oct 1996. Ratio: 2:3. Stripes:
93:6:2:6:2:6:2:6:2:6:2:6:2:6:93.  Rainbow  motif.
Sources: law text and Pascal Vagnat. Image by Pascal
Vagnat.

80. Aga Buryat Autonomous District (7,300,sq. mi.;
79,000 inhab.) Part of Chita Region. Capital:
Aghinskoe. Off. lang.: Buryat. Flag adopt. unkn. date.
Ratio: and exact dimensions unsure. Source: Atlas
Mira, publ. Roskartografia (government cartography
office). Image by Anténio Martins.

81. Komi-Permyak Autonomous District (12,700 sq.
mi.; 160,000 inhab.) Part of Perm Region. Capital:
Kudymkar. Off. lang.: Komian (a.k.a. Zyrian). Flag
adopt. 27 Jun 1997. Local emblem perna. Ratio: 1:2.
From 12 Feb 1996 to 27 Jun 1997 ratio was 2:3.
Sources: law text and Yury Rocich. Image by Pascal
Gross and Rick Wyatt.

82. Koryak Autonomous District (116,400 sq. mi.;
39,000 inhab.) Part of Kamchatka Region. Capital:
Palana. Off. lang.: Koryak. Flag adopt. unkn. date.
Ratio: and exact dimensions unsure. Source: Atlas
Mira, publ. Roskartografia (government cartography
office). Image by Gvido Petersens.

83. Nenets Autonomous District (68,200 sq. mi.;
54,000 inhab.) Part of Arkhangelsk Region. Capital:
Naryan-Mar. Off. lang.: Nentsi. Flag adopt. unkn.
date. Ratio: 1:2. Source: Oleg Tarnovskiy (Flags of
Aspirant Peoples chart); other sources confusingly at-
tribute this design to other Nenets inhabited areas (#s
84 and 89). Doubtful: no law was found to confirm it.
A contest was held in early 1997, well after this design
was reported; contest results unknown. Image by Rick
Wryatt.

84. Taymyr (Dolgan-Nenets) Autonomous District
(332,800 sq. mi.; 53,000 inhab.) Part of Krasnoyarsk
Territory. Capital: Dudinka. Off. lang.: Nentsi and
Dolgan. Flag adopt. unkn. date. Ratio: 1:2. Source:
Oleg Tarnovskiy (Flags of Aspirant Peoples chart); other
sources confusingly attribute this design to other Nenets
inhabited areas (#s 83 and 89). Doubtful: no law was
found to confirm it. Image by Rick Wyatt.

85. Ust’ Ord Buryat Autonomous District (8,600 sq.
mi.; 140,000 inhab.) Part of Irkutsk Region. Capital:
Ust-Ordinskiy. Off. lang.: Buryat. Flag adopt. 17 Jul
1997. Ratio: 2:3. Green field with white stripe at the
bottom (1/8); on the green area, emblem argabar (curvy
triacna) inside a golden ring cornered by four golden
bezants; on the white stripe red meandr (meander?).
Law text too inconclusive to reconstruct image. Source:
law text, Yury Rocich, Victor Lomantsov and Nozomi
Kariyasu.

86. Khanty-Mansi Autonomous District (201,900 sq.
mi.; 1,305,000 inhab.) Part of Tyumen Region. Capital:
Khanty-Mansiysk. Off. lang.: Khanti (a.k.a. Ostiac)
and Mansi (a.k.a. Vogulian). Flag adopt. 23 Jan 1998.
Ratio: 1:2. White stripe: 1/10. Crown enclosed on
imaginary rectangle: 11/20:1/4; center of crown to
hoist: 1/4. Crown from the Tyumen flag (see #72).
Special specs for vertical hoisting. Replaces very
similar flag adopted 14 Sep 1995. Sources: law text
and Victor Lomantsov. Image by Nikolay Khimenkov
and Anténio Martins.

87. Chukchi Autonomous District (284,800 sq. mi.;
146,000 inhab.) Capital: Anadyr. Off. lang.: Chukchi.
Flag adopt. unkn. date. Ratio: 1:2. Triangle by
diagonal intersection. Two shades of blue. Source:
Muhamed Mesic. Image by Ant6nio Martins.

88. Evenk Autonomous District (296,300 sq. mi.;
25,000 inhab.) Capital: Tura. Part of Krasnoyarsk
Territory. Off. lang.: Evenki. Flag adopt. unkn. date.
Ratio: 2:3. Source: Jan Zrzavy and Per Exner. Image
by Pascal Gross.

89. Yamal Nenets Autonomous District (289,600 sq.
mi.; 479,000 inhab.) Part of Tyumen Region. Capital:
Salekhard. Off. lang.: Nentsi. Flag adopt. unkn. date.
Ratio: 2:3. Crown from the Tyumen flag (see #72).
Source: Jan Zrzavy and Per Exner. Image by Pascal
Gross.

All this info and much more, in a more verbose presen-
tation and constantly updated, is at the Russian pages
of the Flags of the World website (http://fotw.
digibel.be/flags/ru-html).
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CHUVASHIA Continued from page 6

“purpurnyi’”’? and most would hesitate
and concede a “yes.”

The purple ones, after some hesitation,
were said to be “fioletovyi’” or
“malinovyi’.” Most people would con-
fess that the differences between those
words are not very definite, only maybe
in the head of graphical artists. And then
I'd ask: “But could any of these [the
purple ones] be “purpurnyi’”’? And ev-
ery interviewed person, even already
colour confused, would imediately say:
“No, not at all! Definitely not
‘purpurnyi’!’”

The final question was “Apart from
yellow, what's the colour of your flag?”
Not a single person replyed
spontaneaously with “purpurnyi’”! Ev-
erybody would say “krasnyi’,” rarely
“temno-krasnyi’” (or their chuvash
equivalents), and when I asked “Is it
“purpurnyi’”’? they would hesitatingly
reply “Yes, but ... that's not an often used
word ...,” and even one chuvash speaker
was surprised to learn that the very
word “purpur” exists in chuvash.

Careful direct observation of a large
number of flags hoisted in public places
and goverment buildings (in 1996) in
Cheboksary / Sflupasflkar, Novocflebo-
ksarsk, Alatyr and Kanasfl showed that
the colour used matches almost pre-
cisely with the shade of (dark) red in the
handle of a so called Swiss Army knife
(original Victorinox brand).

Conclusions
The Chuvash word “purpur”
and the Russian word

“purpurnyi’,” both used in the

=+ Different reverse.
() variant.
™) Different designs for same purpose.
Uncertain exact details.
~ Approximate proportions.

official discription of the flag, do
not mean “purple,” in it’s usual English
meaning. Correct translation of “purple”
to Russian would be “fioletovyi’.” The
unofficial English translation of the text
is therefore wrongly translated. The cor-
rect colour is a darkish red.

The flags actually in use today (includ-
ing official uses) show almost no distinc-
tion between this supposedly dark red
and the medium red of the Russian tri-
color. Older flags, some two or three
years ago, were actually slightly darker
(and now have faded to pink! ;-) but
more recent ones use plain bright red
and a darker shade of yellow.

Anténio Martins maintains his perma-
nent residence in Lisbon, Portugal but has
been living in the Chuvash Republic for some
time.

The Coat of Arms of Chuvashia includes the
same symbols as found on the flag.

MINNESOTA LOOKS
AT ITS FLAG

U.S. State of Minnesota, State Sena-
tor Edward Oliver has introduced a
bill in the Minnesota Legislature to
form a commission to study the Min-
nesota flag and report back to the
legislature in January 2001. The aim
is to simplify the Minnesota flag. The
Senator has been interviewed on ra-
dio, television, and articles appear
in the newspapers, specially the Min-
neapolis Star Tribune, Feb, 29,

A small number of Minnesotans
approached the legislature in 1987-
1989 to simplify our flag. That effort
gained support, but could not be
sustained, and has been quiet for
several years. It looks like we have a
chance to accomplish this now, it
has both a Republican and a Demo-
crat for support, and they are influ-
ential Senators.

The bill in the state legislature is
available at: <http://www.leg.
state.mn.us/leg/legis.htm>. Search
for SF3587 under bill.

Lee L Herold <heroldlee@aol.com>
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VEXILLIANA

by Kevin Harrington

What’s New in the World’s Vexillological Publications

Netherlands

Vlaggen-Info, in English and Dutch,
is an amalgamation of Info-Bulletin
and Vlaggen. No. 99 discusses the
recent stamp issues of the US
showing the early versions of the
Stars and Stripes. There is a colour
information sheet on the
Netherlands flag and protocol.
Notices of new books and reprints,
e.g The Great Flagbook and Badges
of the British Commonwealth. The
editors are Anton Jansen and
Derkwillem Visser Jr. <d.w.cvisser@
chello.nl>

Vexilla Nostra (Dutch). In No. 222
Klaes Sierksma gives us new
information on Ragusa’s flag. No.
221 publishes Dr. Whitney Smith’s
article on a 51-star U.S. flag; an
article by W. Schuurman on the
emblems and flag of the Aramaeans
(of Syria and Iraq). Both issues
provide a lot of material on flags in
the Netherlands and flag items in the
news. <jospoels@consunet.nl>

Franschoek
French Hook), RSA, after a

(literally

drawing in the SAVA
Newsletter. French tri-
colour with brown elephant.

South Africa

SAVA Newsletter 26/99 Naval flags
of Azerbaijan and Ukraine, some
Russian oblast flags, the red and
blue ensigns of Falklands, Macao,
new school and corporate flags in
South Africa including municipal
flag of Franschoek; All-Africa Games,
Commonwealth members and flag,
Member profile - Costas Chris-
todoulou, SA provincial arms with
colour plate, Political updates from
Mozambique, Rwanda, East Timor,
Hong Kong, Northern Ireland. The
Proceedings of the XVII ICV in Cape

Town, Flags in South Africa and the
World may still be ordered.
<bruce@bsa.org>

Irish Post Office Flag from Gaceta
de Banderas.Y “cancel” marks and
w letters on v.

Spain

Banderas no. 74 (Mar. 2000) Flags
of Royal Forces in Upper Peru; flag
of the Zionists; civic flag of Telde
(Gran Canaria), David Prando’'s A
Flag for Buenos Aires; laws and
statutes on flags - Galicia, Madrid,
Alava, La Gomera; flags and Arms
of Algodonales (Cadiz); flags on the
map charts of Christopher
Columbus; football club pennants
from Uruguay, Paraguay, Brazil,
Poland, Germany, UK. No. 73 (Dec.
1999) discusses Cuban flags
captured in 1896; Dutch National
Socialist Movement flags, Spain’s
football club emblems, and civic
flags of Leon province. In Spanish.
<sevex@arrakis.es>
Flag Report (in English); No. 13
(Jan. 2000) Flags: Daghestan, five
Argentine provinces, Colombian
rebels, Medellin, three Mexican
states; History of flags of the Canary
Islands (by José Manuel Erbez);
formation of the Peruvian
Vexillological Association.

No. 14 (April) Flags: States of
Venezuela; provinces of Ethiopia; an
exhaustive article of flags in the
1917-1922 period of upheaval and
civil war in Russia, by Dr. Andrey
Yashlavski (continued in No. 15).

No. 15 (July) Flags of Costa Rican
provinces; History of the arms and
flags of Costa Rica; more Argentine
provincial flags.

No. 16 (Oct.) Flags: Burmese ethnic
groups, Islands in the Gulf of
Guinea; a History of emblems and
flags in Burma. Editor Jaume Olle

<jolle@ctv.es>

Gaceta de Banderas (short text
English, French, or Spanish) No 54
Mapuche flags (Chile’'s native
peoples); Belgian military flags
(continued in no. 55).

No. 58 Jan. 2000 Now in colour.
Flags: Japan, Chita (Russia), East
Flanders, Western District (Sri
Lanka), Tuvalu government,
Nigerian army, Heidelberg student
clubs, New Zealand Maori village,
No. 59 Feb. Flags: Réunion,
Permanent Court of Arbitration,
Irish Post Office, a Berber group;
Spanish sailing club burgees (also
in Nos. 56, 57), Singapore political
party flags. Contributors include
José Erbez, Michel Lupant, Jiri
Tenora, Glen Hodgins. Philippe
Rault, José AlegrUa, N. Kariyasu, et
al. <sevex@arrakis. es> and
<cebed@euronet.be>

KS

CRACOVIA

Sports Club of Cracow, Poland,
from Banderas; w-r-w-r-w-r-w
stripes; w canton, gold letters.

Ukraine
Znak provides information on the
heraldic, sigillographic and
vexillological emblems of Ukraine
and the world, and also other
emblems, including those of football
clubs.
No. 17 Flag of Kirovohrad; problems
with the Tuvalu and Tibetan flags;
Norway football club emblems. No.,
18 Internal Forces of Ukraine,
Macao, Belgian football club
emblems. No. 19 Flag of Ukrainian
frontier forces, flags of Kyseliv and
Baryshivka, Dutch football clubs.
The Ukrainian Heraldry Society is
celebrating its tenth anniversary
with a publication on the arms,
seals, and flags of cities and towns,
with contributions from vexillologists
continued on page 15



ICV-19 — YORK, ENGLAND
July 23-27, 2001

The XIX International Congress of
Vexillology will take place July 23-
27,2001, in the historic city of York,
England. The Congress will be in
Britain because 2001 is the
bicentenary of the British Union
Flag, one of the most important and
influential flags in history; It has
appeared as part of over 500 flags
and ensigns, and has influenced the
design of many others.

York is the second-largest city of
England. Founded by the Romans
in 71 AD as a legionary fortress, it is
the only English city where, in one
hour’s walk, one can see every stage
of the city’s development. From the
foundation of the Roman fort, to
Saxon walls, Viking alleys, Norman
Towers, medieval Minster, Tudor
half-timbered houses, 18th century
mansions, Victorian railway station
and modern commercial buildings -

York has it all.

Walk any street in the center of town
and you walk history. Street names
recall the Vikings — Goodramgate,
Micklegate and Whip-Ma-Whop-Ma-
Gate (with three addresses: 1, 1A
and 1!/2!) The Kings Arms, a famous
pub, is the only one in Britain with
the cellar in the roof. Clifford’s Tower
is the site of a mini-Masada: In 1190
a pogrom against York’s Jews let
them to commit mass suicide. York
is also the place where Guy Fawkes
was born and where the highway-
man Dick Turpin was executed.

Best of all is the York Minster with
its unrivaled stained glass, dating
from pre-Norman times to the
present. It is the largest church in
Europe north of the Alps and stands
on the site of the headquarters build-
ing of the Roman fortress, the re-
mains of which can still be visited
below the Minster.

How could anyone resist the chance to visit York?
- and have a flag congress too!
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THE FLAG OF THE JAPANESE

FASCIST ORGANIZATION

During World War Il (WW2), Japa-
nese Representative Seigo Nakano
founded the Japanese Fascist orga-
nization called “Tohokai” (Eastern
Society) in 1936. He had a talk with
Mussolini (in 1937) and Hitler (in
1938). But he killed himself in 1943
after his release from false charges
and Tohokai was banned after the
end of WW2.

The flag of Tohokai (Figure 1) is
based on a Japanese letter meaning
“East” (Figure 2). Our other flag is
based on the flag of Tohokai and the
swastika (Figure 3).

The swastika is very popular here
in Japan because it has been used
as the symbol of Japanese temples
for hundreds of years.

Isao Endo

Secretary General
Nationalsozialistische Japanische
Arbeiterpartei
http://www.geocities.co.jp/
WallStreet/1889/english.html

Figure 1, above;
Figure 2, right;
Figure 3, below;
both flags are red
with black emblems
on white.

To the Editor:

Why a tattered American flag in the
office of Michael J. Fox in the sitcom
“Spin City”? Is there any story be-
hind this? Regards,

Ron Strachan
<flagman@ozemail.com.au>
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DONT TREAD ON ME!

Chumley, the Vexi-Gorilla © Michael Faul, 1999. All rights reserved.

Chumley the Vexi-Gorilla™

... Is the creation of Michael Faul,
Editor of Flagmaster, the distin-
guished journal of The Flag Institute
in the United Kingdom. To a field not
often blessed by humor’s grace, Mr
Faul brings a delightfully light touch,
deep vexillological roots, and spar-

To the Editor:

Re: NAVA news 3276 pg. 14

What is up with the Gorilla and
Flags? | find no humor or mirth in a
Gorilla of unknown symbolism on
the California Flag enticing our
strong independent ferocious grizzly
bear with golden honey pot much as
a pet or domesticated dog! i hate it!
If Europeans want to commercialize
this Gorilla on their flags OK, But |
do take offense when my flag is
desecrated. Please no gorillas in
California. Bendera

Senoj American African Flags
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To the Editor,

Here is a cartoon about the Tennes-
see flag which | found in the Sun-
day edition of a Knoxville, Tennes-
see newspaper.

The story behind the cartoon is, that

there is a bill in the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly which would require
that Tennessee flags be manufac-
tured with “a legend and/or other
markings sufficient to clearly indi-
cate the proper manner in which to

kling whimsy.

TheVexi-Gorilla now romps
through American History. So that's
why the rattlesnake was mad at the
British! And we thought the slogan
was a defiant jab at our colonial ad-
versaries!

Hello Bendrea,

| am sorry you did not appreciate the
humor in Chumley’s Vexi-Romp
through America. Having thoroughly
enjoyed his antics and presence in
Victoria last summer, his illustrated
antics in Canada and the US were of
high interest both to NAVA and to
CFA. Please be assured that there
was no intention of slighting the
California Bear, only an attempt to
make friends with a convenient pot
of honey. | hope you will not find the
future Chumley cartoons offensive.

Dave Martucci, Editor

fly or otherwise display the Tennes-
see state flag.” It goes on to state that
the purpose of the bill “is to ensure
that the public does not fly or oth-
erwise display the Tennessee state
flag in any incorrect manner, and
especially upside down.”

This bill passed the Senate on 2
March 2000, the vote being 25 Ayes,
3 Nays, 5 not voting. It is now pend-
ing in the House of Representatives.

The bill has aroused much humor-
ous commentary, such as the car-
toon, but has focused some atten-
tion on the proper display of the flag,
which is as much a problem in Ten-
nessee as it is in Britain.

Devereaux Cannon
dcannon@confederateflags.org



Vexilliana continued from page 12

and heraldists from around the
world. In Ukrainian with brief
English summaries. <herald@
archeos.lviv.ua>

United States

The New Constellation is published
by the National Flag Foundation. It
is devoted to patriotic observances
but can still teach vexillologists a
thing or two. NFF promotse educa-
tional initiatives, preparing and
sending to their many local chapters
materials and presentations for
schools. The winter issue (1999-
2000) includes ‘What a Russian
taught me about my flag” and
“Where did the Flag Code go?”
<www.americanflags.org>>

The New England Journal of
Vexillology (when will it adopt a short
name?) in its March 2000 (no.11)
issue gives a history of the flags of
New England.The minutes of Society
meetings reveal exciting flag talks
and demonstrations - the ‘No NATO’
flag, a chart of Papua-New Guinea
provincial flags. No. 10 focussed on
the flag in American public schools.
Past material from the journal is
online at http://www.midcoast.
com/martucci/neva/nevj.html

Heritage - Charles A. Spain Jr.,
secretary of the newly formed
Vexillological Association for the
State of Texas (congratulations and
welcome!) has sent us a copy (Winter
2000, v. 18, no. 1) of this journal
with its several excellent articles on
Texan flags and flag preservation. It
heralds an exhibition starting this
fall in Houston’s Museum of Fine
Arts <thf@texas.org> and/or
<cspain@alumni.rice.edu>

The Flag Bulletin - The March-April
2000 issue (no. 192) reveals the story
of a great British vexillological
discovery - a manuscript showing
unusual versions proposed for the
the Union Jack. The history of the
Christian flag, a lecture delivered by
Dr. Whitney Smith in Warsaw (ICV
16, 1995), but never published,
appears here.

No. 191 offers essays on the
‘sacredness’ of flags, myth-laden
flags, and flags of charisma. No. 190
records a change in the colour
system on the Faroese flag. There is
an extensive article on Vietnam flags,
including a political party’s red and
yellow swastika flag (on the cover).
Index to vol. 38

Silicon Valley continued from page 1

in the canton, on those who have given
their lives in military service for the
United States, and on the importance
of family history in establishing one’s
identity. Native American usage pro-
vided a second theme—much of one of
the subsequent four rooms was given
over to this idea, demonstrated on paint-
ings, clothing, and a range of objects,
and it proved by far the most captivat-
ing for students assigned to select an
essay topic based on their visit. Uses
by the Lakota and Navajo peoples were
most prominent in this section, though
there was also a contemporary seri-
graph-on-paper series by B. Martin
Pederson, from 1975, that powerfully
conveyed through flag symbolism what
Native Americans have endured and suf-
fered. Hinrichs described his third the-
matic category as “the cool flag”; play-
fully, he included not only “cool” repre-
sentations such as a Rolling Stones logo
U.S. flag or Jimi Hendrix and the flag
(remember Hendrix's original Woodstock
performance...) but also “cooling” rep-
resentations such as U.S. Centennial
flag fans from 1876 or pop-up cigar flag
fans made in the Orient in the first half
of the twentieth century.

A fourth theme was “wearable flags.”
Flag wardrobe was found in the second
half of the exhibit as one walked
through; most striking were a U.S. flag/
Japanese flag silk kimono approximately
one century old and a women’s dress
made out of early twentieth century flag
flannels, the kind included as promo-
tional souvenirs in tobacco and cigar
boxes up through the First World War.
The fifth theme was “the flag at play.”
Patriotic banks, dolls, and board games
received some attention in the final
room, but by far the most intriguing dis-
play for visitors was a collection of hun-
dreds and hundreds of toy soldier
flagbearers and honor guards, massed
together on a sort of military hill half-
way through the winding exhibit space.
Invariably, everyone walking through the
exhibit lingered here for a while, point-
ing out different individual toy soldiers,
discussing various wars and regions rep-
resented with other passers-by.

The sixth theme was “the flag in your
mailbox.” Patriotic stationery and en-
velopes, such as used by both Confed-
erate and Union supporters during the
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Civil War, was the theme for this cat-
egory. “The flag at war,” the seventh
theme, included some interesting steel
weather vanes—one of a doughboy and
the flag had seen a lot of use, and faced
on the opposite wall a moving message
of a soldier son’s love for his parents at
home, commemorated by flag, eagle, and
shield embroidery on a 1914 army blan-
ket. A flag with inscriptions commemo-
rating Pearl Harbor, on display in the fi-
nal room, garnered great reverence from
museumgoers whenever | observed at-
tendance—I attribute this, in part, to
younger generations’ increased apprecia-
tion for WW 1l veterans after the popu-
larity of Spielburg’s Saving Private Ryan.

The last of Hinrichs’ eight themes was
“the flag in advertising.” Most intrigu-
ing here to younger visitors were the flag
flannels and silks from old cigar boxes,
for they were prominently displayed near
the end of the exhibit. Given the limited
space in the historic wing of the San Jose
Museum of Art gallery that held this
show, the images and categories all over-
flowed—but that helped re-enforce the
idea of how popular and pervasive the
U.S. flag motif is in the history of Ameri-
can material and popular culture. In
summarizing these eight themes, | have
not begun to catalogue the vast range of
handkerchiefs, quilts, souvenirs, art-
works, mementos, buttons, and actual
flags that comprised the exhibit. How-
ever, if this review has whetted your ap-
petite, be on the lookout for the coming
book by Kit Hinrichs that visually docu-
ments his collection.

As a local vexillological contact, | had
the opportunity to meet with Hinrichs
and the curator prior to the show, to
train the docents for leading visitors on
walkthroughs, and, in conjunction with
the exhibition, to give a museum lec-
ture on the historical significance of the
American flag myself. Members will be
glad to hear that <www.nava.org> was
given out to interested visitors as the
contact site to visit on the Internet to
begin learning more about vexillology,
flag protocol, and the history of the U.S.
flag, and the docents were genuinely in-
terested and supportive in incorporat-
ing explanations of vexillology into their
talks. Also, the showing of the exhibit
was well timed to include Memorial Day,
Flag Day, and Independence Day, three
of the most significant holidays associ-
ated with the American flag.
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Last issue’s Flag Cryptics answers:
1. Algeria or Maldives
2. Kazakhstan
3. St. Lucia
4. Taiwan or Uruguay or Namibia
5. Switzerland

The winner chosen at random from all
correct entries is Mr. P. Wilson of
Gateshead, UK. Congradulations. He has
won a 3'x 5’ Flag of Québec.

With respect to the flags of all nations ...

Fl Mooney's 5;:::

Erl__||3 ics

How does it work? Try to figure out which country’s flag is being described. Each
issue of this newsletter will feature a new puzzle and the answers to the previous

one!

Game 2...Mind Bender Food

Example: Which country’s national flag...

Which country’s national flag...

1. is a Christian blueberry desert
with lemon filling?

2. is the old fashioned pancake
syrup flag.

3. is a slice of watermelon with a
rectangular rind?

4. is cherry gelatin with whipped
cream topping?

5. is a four layer cake with vertical

All correct entries received before the
next issue is published will be entered
into a random drawing for a vexillological
prize. The prize for this game is a past
issue of the National Geographic Maga-
zine with a flag article.

The answer in the next issue of NAVA
News.

is lime gelatin? Libya!

cherry filling?

6. is (left to right) pickle relish,
mustard and ketchup?

7. is a thick piece of bread with
ketchup on top and bottom?

8. is a Christian nine layer cake?

9. has a prickly plant on it that
produces an edible fruit?

10. has an end view of an egg in
the middle of it?

To win, mail in your answers and name
and address on a post card to
NAVA GAME 2
c/o0 D Martucci
240 Calderwood Rd
Washington ME 04574-3440 USA

© 1999 Edward Mooney, Jr., Member, Flags of the World, NAVA - MoonBase@Qnet.com

Visit NAVA's Award-winning Web Site
http://www.nava.org

Editor's
Choice
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WWW.NAVA.ORG

“FIAV,” “More Flag Infor-
mation,” and “Commercial

NAVA’s web site moves into the 215t Century
a report by Richard R. Gideon, Webmaster

Members,” just to name a
few;
e Questions and Answers —

Love it or hate it, the Internet is
becoming the communications me-
dium of choice for everything from
personal communications to finan-
cial trading to information retrieval.
That last part — information retrieval
— is becoming a concern to many of
us who rely on the net for fast and
accurate facts and figures. But I'll
have more to say about all of that in
a moment.

Over the past year NAVA's site has
seen fantastic growth. It has gone
from providing basic organizational
postings to supplying news, articles,
and flag related information. The site
continues to tout membership in
NAVA, and explains the organization
in great detail. Along with that, how-
ever, are such features as:

e Several tables of links, organized
into various categories, such as

the most popular service provided
by the site (according to statistics
provided by our service provider);

e On-Line Research Help - a list of
volunteer flag experts that take
guestions from visitors to our site;

e Coverage of annual conventions,
including a wonderful array of
photographs taken by Dave
Martucci at the combined ICV/
NAVA 33 confabulation;

e Regular promotion of our sister
publications — Raven and NAVA
News;

e Members in the News - reports
about the activities of our mem-
bership;

e Private Flags - Public Forum - a
look at the personal flags of our
members;

e Table-Top Flags — a page devoted
to the devotees of 4” x 6” flags.

Recently two new features have
been added that are particularly ex-
citing; the “Dictionary of
Vexillology,” which is creating con-
siderable notice in the vexillological
community, and “The Flag Trader,”
which provides a forum for members
to buy and sell flags, and thus per-
mit our members to add to their col-
lections or cull their excesses.

There is a concern amongst
vexillologists that much of the infor-
mation available on the net today is
incorrect. Unfortunately, this is true
in many cases. Of course we are all
subject to mistakes now and then,
but NAVA bears a responsibility to
both our members and the flag com-
munity at large to provide the best
information possible; the scholarly
study of flags cannot proceed with-
out it, and our reputation demands
it. If you find a mistake or error on
the site, please bring it to my atten-
tion and it will be rectified as soon
as possible. <webmaster@nava.org>





