






                         Native Symbols in Eastern Canada
research provided by Luc Baronian
Images from various web sites, including Don Healy’s,
Luc Baronian’s and the respective native entities’,
Dr. Andersen’ s “Proud Flags of Canadian Natives”  chart
and original art by Dave Martucci and Luc Baronian. Waban-Aki Council
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per and lower edges, the four corners
having blue, red, yellow and white tri-
angles. It symbolizes Native ceremo-
nies (purification lodge), the earth, the
four directions, the sacred circle of life
on the back of the turtle, Native in-
habitations, spiritual protection (the
eagle feather) and the great law of the
three cord Wampum (man, woman and
child). This nation originally lived near
Lake Ontario, where they were victim
of massacres by the Iroquois who
wanted control over their lucrative
commerce and opposed the Huron’s
strong alliance with the French. The
community of Wendake is composed
of the descendants of those Huron
saved by the French. Other commu-
nities now live in the US.6

The Innu, also known as
Montagnais, are spread from the
Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean region to the
extreme eastern part of the Côte-Nord,
with also two communities in Labra-
dor, where the term Innu-Naskapi is
often used. They refer to their tradi-
tional land in Québec and Labrador
as Nitassinan, although in practice the
communities are grouped in three or-
ganizations. The two communities of
Labrador, Sheshatshiu and
Utshimassit (Davis Inlet)
are grouped under the
Innu Nation, the eastern-
most four Québec commu-
nities under Mammit
Innuat and the
westernmost five under
Mamuitun. Because of the
name of the organization
representing the Labrador
Innu, their flag is wrongly
believed in the
vexillological community to
also represent the Québec
Innu-Montagnais. The
Mammit Innuat symbol is
used on a Canadian pale
of brown-white-brown,
with Innu motifs on the
side stripes. I observed this flag on TV
during a demonstration held by mem-
bers of the three Innu groups in
Churchill Falls (Labrador) where the
premiers of Québec and Newfoundland
were meeting to negotiate a hydro-elec-
tric project without the consent of the
first inhabitants of Nitassinan. The
Innu Nation flag was also present,

along with another unidentified flag
that had some green on it and that I
assumed was that of Mamuitun. As
for the communities, those of
Mamuitun each have a symbol, except
Essipit for which I have found two
symbols. That of Uashuat Mak Mani-
Utenam seems to be used on a flag
with the name of the community be-
low in black lettering, some unidenti-
fied words above and green and/or red
triangular motifs on the sides. The
symbol of Matimekush Lac John is
used on a yellow-white-dark green
Canadian pale (the logo includes the
green, but not the black, lettering)7.
The Natashquan and Ekuanitshit-
Mingan communities of Mammit
Innuat also have symbols (the latter’s
is also seen as a mirror image).

The Inuit of Québec and Labrador
call their traditional land Nunavik (not
to be confused with the Canadian ter-
ritory of Nunavut). Fourteen Québec
communities have the status of “vil-
lage nordique” and have control over
the large regional administration of
Kativik (politically the equivalent of the
southern counties, it runs the four-
teen local airports, is head of the Inuit
police forces and is run by elected rep-

resentatives of the fourteen village
councils who meet in Kuujjak). I have
observed at least three flags on TV, but
too briefly to be able to describe them.
There is one flag that I believe to be
that of Kangiqsualujjuaq, one of the
fifteen Québec Inuit communities: it
is white with a caribou facing the hoist

with black lettering above and below
it in a semi-circle. The fifteenth Québec
Inuit community is within the Cree
community of Chisasibi. Another Cree-
Inuit community, Kuujjuaraapik
Whapmagoostui, located in Kativik,
has a flag consisting of an igloo left of
a tipi above the names of the commu-
nity (I thank Jim Croft for the infor-
mation). There are five other Inuit com-
munities in Labrador. Inuit Tapirisat
of Canada is the organism that led to
the creation of Nunavut and repre-
sents all Inuit of Canada (Nunavut,
Nunavik, Labrador and Inuvialuit).

The Maliseet nation owns some land
in the Bas-St-Laurent region, although
its members do not form a localized
community in Québec, but are rather
spread among the non-natives. They
do form six communities in New
Brunswick. I have observed in a
Québec governmental publication8 a
flag incorporating a black bird on a red
disk with a blue and white background
consisting of small rectangles in diago-
nal lines, but my letters to the Conseil
des Malécites de Viger have remained
unanswered.

There are three Micmac communi-
ties in the Gaspésie region of Quebec

and nine in New
Brunswick (I don’t know
how many in other prov-
inces). Two flags are
known (used by the Nova
Scotia Micmacs and the
New Brunswick
Micmacs), both of which
I have seen in Québec
along with a third
Micmac symbol (used at
least by the Gaspeg com-
munity) consisting of two
Micmac in a canoe with
the words “micmac” be-
low (I have seen this in
color and in black outline
inside a black outlined
circle). Rob Raeside has
reported to the FOTW list

observing the white and red cross,
crescent and star on license plates in
Nova Scotia. In the June 1999 issue
of Rencontre (21:1, p. 5), there is a
white flag with a red and blue logo
behind Linda Jean Simon, chief of the
Gaspeg Micmac in Québec and the
community of Listiguj (Restigouche),
again in Québec, uses a symbol of its

Linda Jean Simon (center), chief of the Gaspeg Micmac in front of a
white flag with a red and blue logo.

Continued from page 13
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own. The community of Red Bank in
New Brunswick uses a trout symbol
and an eagle symbol.

The Mohawk and Iroquois flags (the
Mohawk being one of the six Iroquois
nations) are very well known and have
been documented in Don Healy’s
book9, since, besides the three
Mohawk communities in the Montréal
area (and Eastern Ontario), there is a
Mohawk community in
New York state. However,
a flag, which I have never
seen flying but has cir-
culated on the Internet
as “the true Mohawk
flag,” has added a
Mohawk woman’s profile
to the man’s.

There is only one
Naskapi community in
northern Québec,
Kawawa-chikamach. (In
Labrador, the Naskapi do
not seem to be distin-
guished from the Innu).
According to a letter I re-
ceived from the band sec-
retary, a flag was designed in school
by the late Steven Mameanskum. It at-
tempted to provide the Naskapi Band
with a unique flag that identified it as
the last of the nomadic Indian groups
in the Québec-Labrador peninsula.
The flag per se has not been adopted
officially as the Naskapi Band flag.
This flag is used only inside the
Naskapi community, although some
have been given to Canadian and
Québec government representatives
and other interest groups. An image
of the flag is available in the same gov-
ernmental publication mentioned ear-
lier, where all we can tell is that it uses
some symbol on a white field. How-
ever, in Rencontre 21:3, May 2000, pp.
8 and 10, a partial image of the flag (I
assume it is the same) is available.

The Labrador Métis are an unrec-
ognized nation and have a symbol in-
corporating Labrador’s spruce twig
symbol. I do not know of any symbol
used by the officially-recognized Asso-
ciation des Métis et Indiens hors
réserve du Québec, but the unrecog-
nized Métis Nation of Québec Inc.
uses the white infinity symbol on a
blue field as a flag.

The Assembly of the First Nations
of Québec and Labrador has a sym-

bol consisting of a gray map of the
Québec-Labrador peninsula, over
which is placed a red disk outlined in
black, with a burning fire in the cen-
ter and what appears to be ten phases
of the moon around the fire. The ten
moons must represent the ten mem-
bers of the Assembly (all nations, ex-
cept the Inuit).

Québec Native Women Inc. has

members in all nations except the Hu-
ron, Maliseet and Inuit nations. Its
logo has the following symbolism: the
moon is symbol of the grandmother;
the earth: symbol of the mother; the
sun: the male symbol; child’s face:
symbol of women bearing future gen-
erations; arms spread: symbol of gath-
ering; half-veiled face: symbol of the
emerging native woman seeking to
play an active role in society; flowers:
symbolizing woman’s mastery of the
native arts. The drawing is by
Georgette Obomsawine, 1976.

The Acadian Métis of the Atlantic
provinces do not seem to form a rec-
ognized group, although their scalps
were rewarded by cash bounty prizes
in Nova Scotia after the deportation of
the Acadians. In the early days of New
France, it is very well known that the
lack of women in the colonies led many
Acadian and (French-)Canadian set-
tlers to marry native women. This was
officially encouraged by the French au-
thorities as a way of populating the
country and Champlain is quoted
twice for having said: “Our young men
will marry your daughters, and we
shall be one people.” Unfortunately for
the French authorities, the effect was
the opposite of what was expected: in-

stead of natives joining the French
settlements, the French were defect-
ing to live with the natives, “from
whom they were now indistinguish-
able,” says Charlevoix, and even am-
nesty “was quite useless” to bring them
back. I found the following informa-
tion on the Internet:

Like the Canadian West Métis, the
Acadian Métis use a flag with an in-

finity sign (horizontal eight)
which has two meanings:
the joining of two cultures,
and the existence of a
people forever. The color
dark blue (purple) is the
color of Royalty and the
Acadian Métis consider
themselves to be of royal
stature and status in the
scheme of the creation of
Canada as we know it to-
day. The white background
represents the ties to the
first Micmac and Maliseet
Natives who inter-married
with the early French im-

migrants to produce the Métis—white
also signifies purity, the Natives being
considered here the only pure Ameri-
cans. (The Canadian West Métis use a
white infinity symbol on a blue or red
background).

The logos with a path leading to a
tree (one for each of the four Atlantic
provinces, New Brunswick Métis,
Newfoundland Métis, Nova Scotia
Métis, and Prince Edward Island
Métis) represents the lifelong search
for their ancestry or roots to assume
and understand their true identity as
Métis people. The flag for the Nation
of Acadian Métis (I don’t know
whether this refers to the eagle flag or
the blue infinity flag) represents the
ongoing search for their Métis roots
going back to the very first Métis
peoples. It represents the fact that the
very first Métis peoples originated in
the early 1600’s, in the Acadian re-
gions of the Eastern American conti-
nent, and quickly spread like wildfires
to leave their unique mark all across
North America. It reminds us that the
Métis are a great Nation with great
heroes and leaders that were respon-
sible for the colonization of North
America. The authors of the text also
claim “no other group of people had

Possibly the flag of the Naskapi Band (left) and the symbol of Matimekush
(right).

Continued on page 18
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the impact on the early exploration of
North America, than did the Métis, and
yet, they have been America’s forgot-
ten people for hundreds of years”.
There is also a symbol for the Nation
of Acadian Métis Warrior Society.

The Canadian Métis Coalition, also
advertised by the Acadian Métis, is
claimed to be the union of Métis from
throughout North America who are in-
terested in the advancement of the cul-
ture, education and betterment of all
Métis peoples. It is not only relegated
to Métis issues, but is also concerned
with the entire Aboriginal struggle for
self-government and treaty rights
since the Métis movement is actually
part of the overall Aboriginal move-
ment to self rule and inherited aborigi-
nal rights as a people.

I hope that this article, although
descriptive and very incomplete, will
encourage other vexillologists to pub-

F O O T N O T E S
1 I have not translated the nations’ names from the French text in Luc-

André Biron’s Le drapeau canadien, Montréal: Les Éditions de l’Homme,
1964, p. 57.

2 Healy, Don. 1996-1997. Flags of the Native Peoples of the United States.
Raven 3-4. It is shown on Dr. Andrew Andersen’s 1999 chart Proud Flags
of Canadian Natives.

3 Here I am confused, because it seems that the same symbol is also used on
police cars of other nations. It is true that the Abénakis use to be associated
with many other nations who collectively took the name Abénakis...

4 Politically correct word in Northern Québec for non natives (i.e. mostly white
French-Canadians).

5 Rencontre 21:3, May 2000, p. 5.
6 See Don Healy’s monumental work for more information.
7 Rencontre 21:3, May 2000, pp. 8 and 10.
8 Secrétariat aux affaires autochtones, Les Amérindiens et les Inuit du

Québec d’aujourd’hui. Gouvernement du Québec, 1992.
9 The Iroquois flag shown in colour in the centerfold was drawn by Dave

Martucci based on first hand observations he made visiting the
Tyendinaga Territory of the Mohawk Nation in Ontario. See his article
about this event elsewhere in this issue.

Continued from page 17 lish the information they hold on Na-
tive symbols or at least help some
vexillologists study this fascinating

field, originally introduced to us by
Don Healy, to whom we are all greatly
indebted.

From the Web Site of the U.S. Coast Guard’s Historian

Submitted by Dave McDevitt

THE COAST GUARD ENSIGN
The U. S. Coast Guard possesses

its own flag, similar to those of the
other services.  But did you know
that the Coast Guard also has it’s
own Ensign?  The Coast Guard En-
sign is unique in that it was created
for the revenue cutter to fly in place
of the national flag while in Ameri-
can waters.  Nine years after the es-
tablishment of the Revenue Cutter
Service, Congress, in the Act of
March 2, 1799 provided that cutters
and boats employed in the service
of the revenue should be distin-
guished from other vessels by a
unique ensign and pennant.

On August 1, 1799, Secretary of
the Treasury, Oliver Wolcott, issued
an order announcing that in pursu-
ance of authority from the President,
the distinguishing ensign and pen-
nant would consist of, “16 perpen-
dicular stripes, alternate red and
white, the union of the ensign to be
the arms of the United States in a
dark blue on a white field.”

The ensign was poignant with his-

torical detail, inasmuch as in
the canton of the flag, there are
13 stars, 13 leaves to the olive
branch, 13 arrows and 13 bars
to the shield. All corresponded to the
number of states constituting the
union at the time the nation was
established. The 16 vertical stripes
in the body are symbolic of the num-
ber of States composing the Union
when this ensign was officially
adopted.

President William Howard Taft,
however, issued an Executive Order
June 7, 1910, adding an emblem to
the ensign flown by the Revenue
cutters to distinguish it from the en-
sign flown from the custom houses,
which read: “By virtue of the author-
ity vested in me under the provisions
of Sec. 2764 of the revised Statutes,
I hereby prescribe that the distin-
guishing flag now used by vessels of
the Revenue Cutter Service be
marked by the distinctive emblem of
that service, in blue and white,
placed on a line with the lower edge

of the union, and over the center of
the seventh vertical red stripe from
the mast of said flag, the emblem to
cover a horizontal space of three
stripes. This change to be made as
soon as practicable.”

When the service adopted the
name Coast Guard, the Revenue
Cutter Service’s ensign became the
distinctive flag on all Coast Guard
cutters as it had been for the rev-
enue cutters.

The colors used in the Coast Guard
ensign today, as in the Revenue
Cutter Service, are all symbolic. The
color red stands for our youth and
sacrifice of blood for liberty’s sake.
The color blue not only stands for
justice, but also for our covenant
against oppression. The white sym-
bolizes our desire for light and pu-
rity.

�
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V E X I L L I A N AV E X I L L I A N A
compiled by Kevin Harrington

Civic Flags in the World’s Vexillological Journals

Flag Data Bank, entirely in En-
glish, devotes issues 11 and 12/
2000 to municipal vexillology. Its
editors are Gunnar Staack and Di-
eter Linder and contributors from
across Europe include A. Grechylo
(Ukraine), Michel Lupant (Belgium),
Ales Brozek (Czech R.) The approach
is typological more than historical
and this approach, analysis of de-

sign types, allows for the inclusion
of many municipalities under one
black and white illustration. The
many colour plates show Slovak,
Czech, Ukrainian, French and Bel-
gian civic flags. There is a section
presenting municipal flags to be
found on the Internet, e.g. Pascal
Vagnat’s site: <http://

www.geocities.com/emblemes> and
a list of civic flags covered in 1999
by the world’s flag journals. In the
book reviews it also points out ref-
erences to civic flags. Cost of sub-
scription is DM35 (German marks)
for overseas; contact the editor at
<flagdatabank@aol.com> or write G.
Staack, Runebergweg 8, D14809
Berlin, Germany.

Vlaggen-Info is a publication (in
Dutch and English) from the Neth-
erlands organization VDCN. In No.
100 we are advised of editor
Derkwillem Visser Jr.’s publication
on the flags and coats of arms of
Dutch municipalities. Payment may
be made by credit card or money or-

der. Write him at VDCN (Flag Docu-
mentation Center of the Nether-
lands), de Kempenaerstr. 163, CM
1051, Amsterdam, Netherlands, or
<vdcn@wxs.nl>. Nos. 98 and 99
show city flags of Buren and
Barendrecht.

Canadian city flags may be bound
in Flagscan no. 57 - Toronto, with
colour illustrations of many flags
proposed for the city. (The complete
story of Toronto’s flags and arms is
provided in The Flag Bulletin, no.
194.) Halifax’s new and old flags and
arms appear in Flagscan 57 and 58.
The new flag of Fort Smith, NWT is
in no. 59.

American civic flags appear in
Flagscan no. 57 (Robbinsdale and
Rochester, Minnesota); FlagsAm
no.9/10 - civic and state flags along
Route 66 (Chicago, Tulsa, Oklahoma
City, Amarillo, Gallup, Flagstaff, Al-
buquerque); Flag City , no. 5 - flags

of the capital cities in some South-
west and Midwest States (Carson

City, Little Rock, Santa Fe, Phoenix,
Lincoln, Des Moines). Flagwaver
<dsbreiten@aol.com> in no. 8 fea-
tures city flags of Newport, KY and
Fort Wayne, IN and in no. 9 Spring-
field IL, Lansing MI (and also

Toronto.)
The flags, emblems and

colours of Paris, in an ar-
ticle by Lucien Philippe, ap-
pear in the French language
flag publication from
Canada, Pavillonnerie.

British city flags and coats
of arms are covered in En-
sign & Jack - Liverpool 8/

100 and London in no. 9/00.
(Flagscan, FlagsAm, Flag City, and
Pavillonnerie are Canadian Flag As-
sociation publications,
<kevinhar@attcanada.ca>)

Some civic flags of the province of
Leon, Spain, are shown in Banderas
no. 73.

For Germany’s civic flags consult
Der Flaggenkurier. Jena, Gera and
Eisenach are in no. 10; Suhl and
Weimar (among others) in no. 11/
00.

Ukraine
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NEW FLAG FOR RCMP “V” DIVI-
SION

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police divisions each have a
distinctive flag. On February 15, 1999 (one and a half months
before the release of the ultra secret design of the Nunavut
flag when territorial status was achieved on April 1, 1999)
the “V” Division based in Nunavut was granted a flag.

Like the other divisional flags, the field is red with a blue
canton, bordered on two sides in gold with the RCMP crest in
gold in the canton. Like the others, the “V” Division emblem

is located in the lower fly. The Inuksuk and Niqirtsituq (North
Star) are depicted in yellow, bordered with a heavy black line, as

in the actual territorial flag of Nunavut.
This illustration and information was sent in by Jim Croft of

Northampton, Massachusetts, USA. The flags of the other divisions
of the RCMP were shown in FlagScan. Contact Kevin Harrington of
the CFA for more info.

HARRINGTON WINS
Kevin Harrington, President of the

Canadian Flag Association, of
Scarboro, Ontario was selected as the
Captain William Driver Award winner
at the 34th Annual Convention of
NAVA, held in Lansing, Michigan for his
excellent paper “The Michigan Flags
Project” in which he not only revealed
some real vexillological gems, but he
also taught us the elements of hands-
on field research. The photo (right)
shows him receiving the money part of
the award, a check for $250, partly
sponsored by the National Flag Foun-
dation. He will also receive an award
certificate. Congradulations, Kevin!

KAYE PARTICIPATES IN
CLINTON’S LAST ACT

MARTIN FRANCIS CHAIRS CEREMONY
NAVA MEMBER Martin A. Francis

was the Program Chairman for the
24th Annual Flag Day Ceremony
held in San Leandro, California. The
program bill included a presentation
of historical US flags.

A poem entitled “The Flag Man” by

Carolyn Smith Cerro about Francis
was the First Place Winner for Ameri-
can Heritage—Poetry awarded by the
California State Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion.

Ted Kaye, NAVA member and man-
aging editor of Raven, attended
President Clinton’s last official act
in the East Room at the White
House, three days before Inaugura-
tion Day. The president honored his-
tory, culture, and the environment
in a ceremony promoting William
Clark to the rank of Captain and de-
claring Pompey’s Pillar in Montana
a national monument. (Meriwether
Lewis had promised Clark a
captain’s commission, but the War
Department only awarded him a sec-
ond lieutenancy due to issues of
budget and bureaucracy. As Clinton
put it, “some things never change.”)
Pompey’s Pillar, which Clark named
for Sacagawea’s infant son, is a
sandstone rock outcrop on which
Clark carved his name—the only re-
maining physical evidence of the
Lewis & Clark Expedition.

Ted is the executive director of
Lewis & Clark Bicentennial in Or-
egon, the statewide coalition coor-
dinating planning activities for 2003-
2006. He enjoyed the opportunity to
see the White House first-hand, es-
pecially relishing the original presi-
dential portraits on all the walls. He
noted that Clinton was flanked by

the U.S. and Presidential
flags, and the podium bore
the seal of the President of
the United States.

BOOK RATED
Our own Edward Mooney,

Jr. just got a FIVE-STAR av-
erage customer review rating
from AMAZON.com on his
book The Pearls of the Stone
Man, released by a subsid-
iary of Random House
(Xlibris), ISBN 0-7388-3095-
X. Here’s how AMAZON
quotes NAVA Member
Devereau Cannon on Ed’s
book: “This book is a tale of
interaction between a retired
man and a trio of troubled

teens. It is a realistic portrayal of the
trials of life for both generations...all
rolled into a gripping narrative that
makes this book hard to put down.
A real tear -jerker. A powerful
book...(at) the end I had to leave my
desk to keep from making a spec-
tacle of myself.”
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FLAG ART
I am an artist who utilizes the flags

of different nations, states, prov-
inces, etc., as compositional ele-
ments in the creation of original ar-
tistic designs. I use three different
approaches or techniques: Compos-
ite Design, Conjectural Design, and
Overlays or other adaptive ap-
proaches.

COMPOSITES
“Hung Too Icy” is a simple example

of a flag-based painting that utilizes
composite design. Vexillologists will
readily discern that the painting
combines the flags of four countries:
Hungary, Italy, Ireland, and Ivory
Coast.

Originally I had titled the design
“A Hun with Three Eyes,” but be-
came uncomfortable with that title
and changed the three “I”s (eyes) to
two “I”s and a “C” (Côte d’Ivoire in-
stead of Ivory Coast). Thus Hungary
plus two “I”s plus a “C” yielded
“Hung Too Icy.”

CONJECTURAL FLAG ART
A significant part of my flag-in-

spired art is conjectural design. That
is to say, designs that seek to an-
swer a “What if?” question. I once
saw a colonial-era flag that had no
canton, but instead contained 13
stars lined up along the hoist. I
asked myself, “What would the
American Flag look like if it had de-
veloped from this design?” My an-
swer, “Stars on the Hoist, Stars on
the Fly.”

Another example of conjectural
design is the 50-star creation that I
called “What if the South ...?”

OVERLAYS AND ADAPTIONS
The painting “Impy Eye Over Sea”

was one of the first to attract pro-
fessional interest and is whimsically
titled after an imaginary mathemati-
cal formula MPI/C. The MPI stands
for the smaller flags of Monaco, Po-

land, and Indonesia that overlay the
larger flag of Canada, all red and
white.

One especially intriguing example
of both overlay and adaption is
“Great Northern” (not illustrated). A
map of Alaska, enlarged to the same
scale as the continental U.S. is
placed atop a U.S. map. The east-
ernmost tip of Alaska’s panhandle

instrumental in changing this: as
purchasers of my paintings to begin
with, but even more as helpers in
the process of finding markets for
flag-based designs.

One of the attractions of my flag
art is its adaptability. Besides the
obvious appeal of these designs as
wall posters and flags, they can also
be readily transferred to cloth or
plastic substrates and silk-screened
onto tee shirts, polos, and
sweatshirts. They can also be re-
duced to fit any number of hand-
held objects such as coffee cups,
refrigerator magnets, notebook cov-
ers, matchbooks, etc.

I believe some of these flag-based
designs have vast potential in the
commercial marketplace. For ex-
ample, a cover design for a textbook
of history or civics. Perhaps NAVA
members who manufacture flags can
offer me some advice in the market-
ing and manufacturing of these
designs. I also need the
recomendations and assistance of
collegues in NAVA to help me find
manufacturers of automotive acces-
sories such as window decals, auto
body decals, mudflaps for trucks,
truck radiator jackets, etc.

THE DREAM OF FLAG ART
It is my fervent hope to present to

the largest possible audience the
stunning beauty of flag-derived im-
ages used as art objects. I aspire to
do this through paintings, through
manufactured mass-marketed ar-
ticles, and through murals. All of the
images will have substantial aes-
thetic value; many of them will also
be valuable for historical, cultural or
educational reasons.

To reach the author, please write
to Mr. Edward West, PO Box 287,
Hampton AR 71744. His home
phone is (870) 798-2526.

is near Jacksonville, Florida. The
point at which the Alaska-Yukon
border abuts the Arctic Ocean lies
near Green Bay, Wisconsin. The
Aleutians are an arc of dots stretch-
ing from Amarillo, Texas to Carmel,
California. The Alaska map contains
an Alaskan flag, and the portion of
the U.S.A. visible beneath it contains
an American flag.

TECHNIQUE
I usually employ acrylic paints on

masonite panels and two of my fa-
vorite sizes are 18x24 inch (for dis-
play in homes or small offices) and
36x48 inch paintings for larger
rooms in homes, offices, conference
rooms and the like.

WHAT NEXT?
Thus far, my flag art hasn’t re-

ceived the level of recognition I be-
lieve it is worthy of. Readers can be

Hung Too Icy
© 1998 Edward West
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Stars on the Hoist, Stars on the Fly
© 1998 Edward West

What if the South ...?
© 1998 Edward West

Impy Eye Over Sea
© 1998 Edward West

by Edward West
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CANNON NAMED
EDITOR OF FLAGWIRE
SWANSEA, WALES (FlagWire) -

Charles Ashburner, owner of the
FlagWire news web site, announced
on 19 January 2001 that Devereaux
Cannon has accepted the position
of Editor-in-Chief of FlagWire.

FlagWire is an on-line news site
dedicated to reporting news involv-
ing flags and flag developments from
around the world.

Cannon, who is president of the
Confederate States Vexillological
Association, is also a member of The
Flag Institute and the North Ameri-
can Vexillological Association. He is
the author of three books on flag,
the best known of which is his Flags
of the Confederacy - An Illustrated
History. His other books include
Flags of the Union - An Illustrated
History, and The Flags of Tennessee.

Ashburner said of Cannon, “I am
aware of your skills and reputation,
and [am] thrilled to pass the
editorship on to you.”

NEW REGIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS

FORMED
On March 8, 2000 the

VEXILLOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
OF THE STATE OF TEXAS (VAST)
received its official charter. James
Liston (former NAVA News editor) is
President, and Charles Spain
(former NAVA President) is secre-
tary/treasurer.

The prospectus says: “It is also
time to pay your dues as a charter
member. Dues are only $10, and
anybody, anywhere can join. You
don’t even have to be a Texan — we’ll
just assume you couldn’t get here
yet.”

For more details, write to: Charles
Spain <cspain@alumni.rice.edu> or
VAST, 504 Branard St, Houston TX
77006-5018, USA.

More recently the CONFEDERATE
STATES VEXILLOLOGICAL ASSO-
CIATION (CSVA) was formed. For
more details, contact: Mr. Devereaux
D. Cannon, Jr., Rosehill, 159
Womack Rd, Portland TN 37148-
5454, USA, (615) 888-3071
<dcannon@nctc.com>.
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As it stands, Flags of the World
(FOTW) email list members by and
large provide the details of source,
most indicate to some degree the
reliability of the source, some give
the specifications (let’s face it - not
all sources do that!) These are the
librarian aspects of FOTW. As for the
symbolism, well if it is known, list
members are usually keen to add it.
However this is the area where I be-
lieve FOTW is most powerful - when
I get e-mails that say that your site
is wrong - every schoolboy in Colom-
bia knows that the yellow-blue-red
stands for...., then I know we are
getting the real popular interpreta-
tion, not the government decreed
legal statement. A bit of hunting
usually turns that up too.

And this is where FOTW excels: it
provides a way for the consumer to
provide feedback. Most vexillological
organizations hide under their cloak
of ignorance, i.e. public ignorance
that such organizations exist. While
a few thousand people may know
that the Flag Research Center exists,
and where, it’s easier to provide in-
formation to an entity such as FOTW
that has visual presence.

As I have noted several times, the
concept of symbolism is transitory,
i.e. the fact that facts are transitory.
We have no less than 3 or 4 official

meanings of the symbolism of the
flag of China. Each was probably
developed during a particular period
in the political history of the coun-
try, each right for the time it was
reinterpreted. However, if we were to
look at the standard texts, only one
meaning emerges, which may be the
current interpretation, or the one
that existed 25 years ago and which
has not be re-researched in light of
the political situation (even if there
is only a change in leaders).

Because FOTW has as potential
contributers the world, it has to con-
sider the world. Unfortunately, some
of the material that is distributed by
standard vex organizations is
Eurocentric and when non-Euro-
pean images do fire the imaginations
of people, it focuses on aspirant or
pro-independent peoples.

The fact is that FOTW serves the
public at-large, not just the
vexillological community. It seeks to
show and identify flags that exist, to
gather as possible the information
that the serious minded require (and
will likely ignore since it’s cybevex).
It’s an anomoly that in one part of
the material you refer to one of the
December updates to FOTW as be-
ing in par with the material that a
vex organization will produce in its

newsletter, elsewhere express the
fact that standard vexillological re-
search must go beyond the “hunter-
gatherer” stage, and propose that
FOTW become more involved in
“hunter-gathering” activities, par-
ticularly in areas that are ignored by
many vexillologists.

Consider the Kingdom of ErenKio,
featured in NAVA News several
months ago. This was placed on the
opposite page for the flag of Wake
Island. Two flags for the same terri-
tory, one by an aspirant people (or
was it). However, some basic re-
search by the originator would have
discovered the same facts as I, the
Kingdom of ErenKio is being
watched by the US and the Marshall
Islands authorities as a cyberfraud,
recently enjoined from selling its
bonds due to “accountability” issues.
You can find that information on
FOTW - but not one sentence in NN,
leading to the potential legitimiza-
tion of a dubious entity within
vexillological circles. In other words,
the vexillological community can
make the same mistakes as it may
accuse FOTW of making. The impact
however, for orthodox vexillology,
may be more lasting as errata be-
comes printed in books that will ex-
ist for decades or centuries in the
libraries of the world, leading to
questions that we face today when
images from a flag chart from the
1700s are reproduced on FOTW.

The fact that FOTW has a presence
that is potentially greater than a
vexillological entity is something that
I imagine frightens some
vexillologists. Information can be
updated faster and people outside
the discipline can (and do) react,
correctly or incorrectly. Imagine the
humorous undertoning I had when
I received a comment that there are
really 13 points to the Canadian
maple leaf, each representing one of
the provinces and territories - a feat
of prognostication by the designers
in the 1960s who must have known
that NWT would be split years be-
fore the land settlement even became
an issue. But the correspondent was
adament “believe me, I know, I am
Canadian.” This with one of the more
prestigious vexillological institutions
(CFA) in the world in his back yard.

Phil Nelson

TRILLENNIUM DUES DUE!TRILLENNIUM DUES DUE!

(The century and millennium have changed – but NAVA’s dues have not!)

To: NAVA Members
From: Peter Orenski, Treasurer

Subject: 2001 Dues
Date: January 22, 2001

Once again it’s time to please send in your yearly NAVA dues!

• Individuals in Canada and US please send US$30
• Individuals outside North America please send US$25
• Businesses in North America please remit US$45
• Full-time students and persons under 18 please send US$15

Please make your check or Money Order payable to “NAVA” and mail to:

Peter Orenski, NAVA Treasurer
101 Bel Air Drive

New Milford CT 06776 U.S.A.

THANK YOU
� HAPPY MILLENNIUM!!

PS – Any financial contribution you can make to NAVA in addition to the
yearly dues will be very much appreciated and used to benefit vexillology.

COMMENTS AND CORRECTION
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BEHIND THE SOUND BYTES: THE NEW GEORGIA FLAG
by Phillip L. Nelson

The swift action of the Geor-
gia legislature in late January
2001 in adopting a new flag
makes a similar initiative in
Mississippi look slothful.1 How-
ever, the new flag initiative
dates back several years. An
earlier attempt in 1993 report-
edly led to Senator (then-Gov-
ernor) Zim Miller’s defeat for re-
election. And the success of the
initiative to adopt the new flag
dates back to January 2000.2

At the time, Georgia was
faced with planned protests
against the then-current state
flag prior to Super Bowl XXXIV. To
avoid the protests and a planned eco-
nomic boycott, state representative
Calvin Smyre met with Jesse Jackson
and state representative Tyrone
Brooks and delayed a potential boy-
cott until the end of the 2001 legisla-
tive session.

The result was House Bill 16, which
would have reverted the state flag to
the pre-1956 flag. (A similar bill was
introduced in the state Senate, Sen-
ate Bill 203, on the day before Thanks-
giving.)

Prior to the issue of the flag coming
to a head in the state legislature, there
were signs that the state flag was be-
ing considered a liability. In mid-Janu-
ary, part out of respect for the con-
cerns of the African-American commu-
nity as well as concerns about an eco-
nomic boycott, Best Western Savan-
nah (Bay Street) decided to revert to
the pre-1956 flag and Southern Com-
pany (parent company of Georgia
Power) announced it would no longer
use a state flag until the then-current
one was changed. These companies
joined Coca-Cola, Holiday Inn and
McDonalds which abandoned the state
flag around 1996.4

When it began to appear that the
House Rules Committee would aban-
don the return of the older flag, repre-
sentative Brooks developed “a back-
up plan” that would attract a broad
enough coalition to assure success.
The compromise, introduced in early
January, featured a proposal by re-
tired architect Cecil Alexander - a
modified version of the 1879 flag with

a ribbon featuring past flags.5 Addi-
tionally, the legislation prohibited al-
terations to any confederate memorial
or to Stone Mountain, a fear many citi-
zens felt would be the next target.6

Favorably reported out of commit-
tee on January 24, the bill was pre-
sented to the House of Representatives
on January 25, where the bill would
be amended by Representative James
Mills (Republican - Hall County) add-
ing the words “In God We Trust” be-
low the ribbon. (Mills would vote for
the amendment, but against the flag),7

The amendment passed 102-67; the
bill passed 94-82 and sent to the Sen-
ate where it successfully enacted 34-
22.

In just over a week, the flag was in-
troduced to the legislature and public
and became official, averting a pre-
dicted economic boycott of the state.

Early on January 31, Governor Roy
Barnes signed the legislation. At 10:47
A.M. the flag was hoisted. The first
physical flag was manufactured by
Atlas Flags in Tucker, GA in a short
time period and at a cost of $1,080.
Until state agencies receive the new
flag (which will take several weeks),
they will fly the 1956 flag.8

Apart from the fact the flag is con-
sidered by many vexillologists to be
gauche, it is too early at this time to
determine the opinion of the people of
Georgia.9 Early comments were mixed,
appearing to be divided along the lines
of those supporting a new flag and
those opposed rather than as a means
of closing a controversial part of the
state’s history. But one anonymous

comment illustrates the defects
of the flag: “That new flag looks
like a souvenir from some
theme park - Five Flags Under
Georgia.”10

FOOTNOTES
1. The Mississippi flag issue was
referred to a commission, and has
been placed on a special referen-
dum to be decided by the voters on
April 17. The voters will select from
the current flag or the proposed
flag. Georgians, per news reports,
do not have the referenda options
for certain legislative matters.
2. A good summary of the back-
ground was published as “Secret

agreement a year ago paved way for
compromise,” Jim Galloway, Atlanta
Journal-Constitution, January 25,
2001 <http://www.accessatlanta.com
/partners/ajc/>. Much of the back-
ground presented here is based upon
this article.

3. Section 1 would have changed Code
Section 50-3-1 to read “(a) The flag of
the State of Georgia shall be a vertical
band occupying one-third of the flag
nearest to the flagstaff. The remain-
der of the space shall be equally di-
vided into three horizontal bands, the
upper and lower of which shall be
scarlet in color and the middle of
which shall be white in color. On the
blue field shall be stamped, painted,
or embroidered the coat of arms of the
state.” The 1956 flag would have been
designated the “Georgia Memorial
Flag,” omitted in the final legislation.

4. “Businesses taking down the flag,”
Doug Gross, Savannah Morning News,
January 11, 2001.

5. Galloway.
6. Changes that will be reflected in the

Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 50-
3-1(b)(1) through (3) and 50-3-1(c).

7. Little-known lawmaker has big impact
with motto on new state flag,” Dick
Pettys, Associated Press, published in
Athens (GA) News, January 28, 2001
<http://www.athensonline.com/>

8. Amendments to the Official Code of
Georgia Annotated, 45-12-83.1, in HB
16.

9. Flagwire <http://www.flagwire/> did
conduct a poll on the issue with over-
whelming negative results. However,
this was a basic poll that should be
expanded upon.

10. “Vox Populi”, Savannah Morning
News, January 28, 2001. <http://
www.savannahnow.com/>

Illustration by Andy Weir.

Seal: B/Au; Stars: W; Ribbon: Au; Flags: Proper; Inscriptions,
“Georgia’s History”, B; “In God We Trust”, Au; Field B.
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MAPS ON FLAGS

BURGEE CORRECTION
At the conclusion of Kevin Harrington’s

presentation at NAVA 34, I displayed a
flag that I had just purchased and which
I described as a burgee of one of the units
of District 9 (Michigan) United States
Power Squadron. This was incorrect.

The burgee is of the Delsea, New Jer-
sey Squadron (District 5). The squadron
received its charter on 12 December
1955. I have been informed by the com-
mander that “The design of our burgee
does not represent any particular theme.
It was done by a local member who is a
graphic artist.”

The temporary registration number
assigned by the BDA is B0089.

With apologies,
Peter Edwards

Burgee Data Archives, Toronto, Canada
(416) 423-9979

<peter.edwards@etel.tdsb.on.ca>

I’m looking for any flag that depicts a
map of a specific territory as a signifi-
cant graphical element of the flag, such
as Cyprus.  I don’t include images of
geographical features, like mountains or
beaches.  I also don’t include symbols of
geographical features, such as stars
strategically placed to represent islands
or villages.  I’m seeking flags which have
cartographical elements.

This will be the subject of a paper I’m
presenting at 19 ICV at York.  If any
NAVA member knows of an unusual
“mappy flag”, I’d appreciate receiving a
description, an image, or an Internet
pointer/URL. Thanks,

Mason Kaye
<Veximonkey@aol.com>

TURKMENISTAN ISSUES
UNIQUE STAMPS

The former Soviet Union Republic
of Turkmenistan has issued a set of
two unique new official postage
stamps, featuring the US Flag and
Presidential Seal as well as the two
contenders in the recent election.
The stamps are intended to poke fun
at the situation. The illustration de-
picts former Vice-President Al Gore
and President George W. Bush play-
ing “tug of war” with the seal and
includes the inscription “Indecision
2000” as well as the date of the his-
toric election.

The election, closest in US History,
between Albert Gore, Jr., Democrat
and George W. Bush, Republican,
hung in conflict and controversy for
more than five weeks before the US
Supreme Court halted all recounts
thereby insuring George W. Bush as
the winner. The controversy was over
the method and process of counting
votes in Florida, where George W.
Bush’s brother Jeb is governor. The
stamps depict the struggle in a hu-
morous manner.

These stamps are oversized, being
approximately four times the size of
a normal stamp and are printed in
full color.

Face valued at 120 Manat (a little
over US 2¢ as of September 2000)
each, and legal tender postage in
Turkmenistan, the stamps are be-
ing marketed to collectors for
US$9.95 plus US$3 postage. Each
issue comes with an individually
numbered Certificate of Authentic-
ity detailing the historic events of No-
vember 7, 2000. Unlike the presiden-
tial election, all returns are backed
by the International Collectors So-
ciety 100% Buy Back Guarantee.

Any one interested in aquiring sets
of these stamps may contact  the In-
ternational Collectors Society, 10045
Red Run Blvd, Ste 350PDGG,
Owings Mills MD 21117 USA. There
is a limit of six issues per customer.
Credit Card holders in the USA may
call 1-800-549-1142. The stamps
may be seen in color and ordered on
line at <http://www.icsnow.com/>.
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Chumley the Vexi-Gorilla™
... Is the creation of Michael Faul, Edi-

tor of Flagmaster, the distinguished
journal of The Flag Institute in the
United Kingdom. To a field not often

blessed by humor’s grace, Mr Faul
brings a delightfully light touch, deep
vexillological roots, and sparkling
whimsy.

MORE LOGO
FLAGS

To the Editor,
The question of so-called “logo-

flags” appears to be looming ever
larger in the minds of vexillologists.
Indeed some appear to be getting
into quite deep and involved argu-
ments, both pro and anti and indeed
whether such should be regarded as
flags at all. The recent article by Luc
Baronian is a case in point.

Baronian devotes considerable
space and effort to defining logos as
entities. He also considers whether
a logo-flag is in reality a flag, or
merely a cloth support for the logo.
He draws a distinction between what
he regards as “support flags” and
“proper flags”. Admitting that he has
criticised other vexillologists for de-
liberately excluding logo flags from
their work, he instances his review
in Flagscan of Dr Philippe Rault’s
“Les drapeaux bretons de 1188 nos
jours”.

If this is to be a scholarly debate
among vexillologists, one needs to
ask two questions. First, are we en-
titled to decry the opinions of those
who disagree with us? Second, is the
debate itself really necessary?

The criticism of Rault’s exclusion
of logo-flags seems to be based on a
misconception. It is true that Rault
and the Breton Society (KVV/SBV)
have set their faces against logo-
flags. They never made any secret of
this. The first issue of their maga-
zine, “Ar Banniel”, defined their
aims. These included the promotion
of Breton vexillology and
vexillography and opposition to what
they termed “logomanie”. Anyone
who looks at the logo-flags of the
French regions and compares them
with the ancient armorial banners
of the pre-revolutionary provinces,
must admit that there is some merit
in the KVV/SBV view.

In any event, if that is the view of
the members of that society, that is
their privilege in a free world. Some
would say that this was too narrow
a view and that such a group can-
not be regarded as “true”
vexillologists because of it. To those
people I suggest a look at the flags

which have come from the active
participation of the KVV/SBV in flag
design. The flags of Pays Bigouden,
J’uch, Tregor and Pays du Poher are
excellent flag designs. Is that a sub-
jective view? Yes. It is my opinion.
Some will agree. Some will disagree.
In a free society, who would have it
any other way?

In any event, is this debate really
necessary? Logo-flags exist. Flags
without logos exist. Both are legiti-
mate objects of study. Not everyone
will be interested in logo-flags. Why
should they be? Not every doctor is
a cardiac or thoracic surgeon. Some
prefer orthopaedics. A general prac-
titioner does not condemn a
paediatrician because that person is
not particularly interested in dis-
eases of ageing. Some historians are
fascinated by a specific period or
facet of history. The expert in the
American Civil War will not despise
the enthusiast for classical Roman
history, or the researcher into the
history of transport. Each is a spe-
cialist area. Each specialist has some
knowledge of the work of others, and
an overall general knowledge.

There is a place for logo-flags in
vexillology. There is also place for
house flags of shipping companies,
for yachting flags, for military
colours, for civic flags, for signal
flags. Vexillology covers all these and
more. Each can be a specialist area
for those who choose to specialise

in it. The results of such
specialisation can only benefit
vexillology as a whole, by increasing
the corpus of knowledge.

Equally there is room in vexillology
for the “vexillonaires engagés” of the
Breton Society. These are compa-
rable with the medical specialist,
who works to increase knowledge in
a particular field, but also to develop
new methods and tools. Is it not ster-
ile, simply to research the history
and provide the descriptions of flags,
in however much detail on the cul-
tural, historical, religious or other
significance they may have? This
does indeed increase the corpus of
knowledge, but to what end? Can
there not be an additional specialist
field of developmental vexillology?

There is general vexillology. There
are specialist aspects within
vexillology. In some of these an in-
dividual will be interested, in others
not. They are still legitimate areas
of application. Let there be debate
and disagreement by all means. But
let it never be such as to condemn
any person or group for any interest
within vexillology as a whole.

Michael Faul
York, England

<michael.faul@virgin.net>

Michael Faul is the editor of
Flagmaster, the distinguished journal
of The Flag Institute in the United
Kingdom.



NAVA News 33/3-4

—28—

Visit NAVA’s Award-winning Web Site
http://www.nava.org

NAVA 34
Left: Flag raising. From L to R, Whitney
Smith, Tru Pope, Dave Martucci, Kin Spain,
Harry Oswald and Rich Monahan.
Below: John Purcell’s lecture.

Below: State Capitol tour. Left, Governor’s
flag; right, looking up and down in the
dome.

Left: Whitney
Smith makes
a point during
the RAVEN
debate.

Above: Rich Kenny
and his Michigan
Civic flags exhibit.

Above: Tour of the
Michigan Civil War
flags vault. From L to
R, Tom Gregg,
Martin Francis, John
Schmale, Mark
Ritzenhein and our
guide, Kerry Chart-
koff. Right: Peter
Edwards shows a
burgee.Above: The Parade of Flags getting underway.

Above: Senate Proclamation.
L to R, Peter Kindermann,
Carita Culmer, David
Breitenbach and the Pres.

A b o v e :
Andy Biles
and a
K o r e a n
War relic.
Left: Dick
G i d e o n
joins the
g r o u p
photographer.

Above, L to R: Chris
and Bob Kidd,
Dave Martucci,
Assistant Sec. of
State.

Above: Thanks
to Bob Kidd
from the State.
R i g h t :
Webmaster Dick
Gideon.

Right:
Whitney
Smith

explains
the

Honduras
Ensign.
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