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Chumley the Vexi-Gorilla™
... Is the creation of Michael Faul, Editor of

Flagmaster, the distinguished journal of The Flag
Institute in the United Kingdom. To a field not

often blessed by humor’s grace, Mr Faul brings a
delightfully light touch, deep vexillological roots,
and sparkling whimsy.

Readers fly their
creative colours

Fun-with-flag contest narrowed to
34 finalists awaiting your vote

Many of us are still vexed about
the North American Vexillogical As-
sociation voting our provincial flag
the ugliest in Canada. A spokesman
for the Canadian branch of the
vexillogical society, a group that
studies vexillums (Latin for flag), said
Manitoba’s Union Jack-based ban-
ner lacks style and violates all the
rules of good flag design.

The Free Press recently asked read-
ers for their ides on what a new
Manitoba flag should look like - if
and when the province ever decides
to replace the current one - and the
entries have poured in. While bison,
crocuses and wheat were the most
common adornments, the 150 or so
entries are a diverse, imaginative
and colourful sampling of Manitoba
pride. We also invited prominent
Manitoba artists and graphic design-
ers to provide us with their visions,
and you’ll see them on this page.
There are five of them: Ivan Eyre,
Jordan Van Sewell, digital Chame-
leon, Ivy Gowen of Number Ten Ar-
chitectural Group and Louise
Wilmot. see if you can pick out the
professionals’ work.

Our panel has selected 34 final-
ists and we invite readers to vote for
their favorite by mailing, faxing or
dropping off the enclosed ballot. You
can also email us your favorite by
filling out the form below. The win-
ner will receive a full-size flag fea-
turing their design after it has flown
for a day in a prominent, but still
secret, location. Deadline for voting
is midnight Wednesday [July 11].
Please select your favorite flag by
clicking on the “radio button” beside
its corresponding number, and hit
“Send” at the bottom of the page.
Please include the reasons that you
chose this flag as your favorite.

© Winnipeg Free Press, July 7, 2001

First-ever flag road sign! Here’s a
photo from Jim Babcock in Hampton
Roads.

Three Professors and the Flag Pole
The professors of mathematics and

physics were staring away at the flag
pole in front of the front of the col-
lege building. The professor of engi-
neering walking by asked, “What
seems to be the problem?”

“We,” said the professor of math-
ematics, “were wondering how to
measure the height of this flag pole.”

The professor of engineering
quickly unscrewed the pole from its
moorings, laid it on the ground,
whipped out a measuring tape, mea-
sured it, and said, “It is exactly 20
feet long,” and walked away smok-
ing his pipe.

Looking at the engineering
professor’s receding back, the over
analyzing professor of physics re-
marked, “Smart alec. We wanted to
know the height, and he tells us the
length!”
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Visit NAVA’s Award-winning Web Site
http://www.nava.org

CALL FOR PAPERS
If you wish to present a paper or

set up a display at the 35th AN-
NUAL CONVENTION of NAVA (5-7
October 2001 in Hampton Roads
Virginia), please mail the following
information to 1st Vice President
Andrew R. Biles, Jr. by 30 JUNE
2001:
1) Your name, address, telephone

number, and email address if
available;

2) Title of paper, presentation, sym-
posium, workshop or exhibit;

3) Abstract of same;
and

4) Type and size of

exhibit area and/or equipment
needed, including tables, electri-
cal requirements, AV equipment,
etc.
NO EXHIBITS OR PRESENTATIONS

WILL BE ALLOWED IF THE NOTIFI-
CATION LISTED ABOVE IS NOT
MADE IN A TIMELY MANNER.

A COMPLETE COPY OF THE PA-
PER OR PRESENTATION OR NA-
TURE OF EXHIBIT MUST BE RE-
CEIVED BY 31 AUGUST 2001.
Send to:

Andrew R. Biles, Jr.
16035 Maple Wild Ave SW

Seattle WA 98166 USA
Telephone: 1 (206) 244-1666

Email: abiles@pol.net
NAVA reserves the right to accept

or reject any presentation without
prejudice.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM DRIVER AWARD GUIDELINES
1. The Captain William Driver

Award was created in 1979 for
the best presentation at the
NAVA annual convention. It is
named in honor of Captain Will-
iam Driver, who christened the
United States flag “Old Glory.”
The award is generously cospon-
sored by the National Flag Foun-
dation.

2. The award consists of a certifi-
cate and US$250.

3. The executive board shall deter-
mine the recipient of the award
based on the criteria given be-
low. At its discretion, the execu-
tive board may determine that no
presentation delivered at the
convention has met the criteria
for the award and decline to give
an award that year.

4. The criteria for the award follow,
in descending order of relative
importance:
a. The presentation should be

an original contribution of re-
search or theoretical analysis

on a flag or flags resulting in
an advancement of knowledge
in the field of vexillology.

b. It should be characterized by
thoroughness and accuracy.

c. It should be well organized
and, as appropriate, illus-
trated.

d. It should be delivered well,
i.e., interesting for the audi-
ence as well as informative,
such that it is easily compre-
hendible.

5. No presentation may be consid-
ered for the award unless a com-
pleted written text is submitted
in advance of its delivery.

6. No single individual may be given
the award more frequently than
once every three years.

7. Because of the conflict of inter-
est, current members of the ex-
ecutive board are ineligible for
the award.

8. If at all possible, the executive
board shall not give the award
jointly to corecipients. In ex-

traordinary circumstances, the
executive board may recognize
another presentation with the
designation “Honorable Men-
tion.”

9. As a condition of being consid-
ered for the award, presenters
agree that NAVA has the right of
first refusal to publish their pre-
sentation in either NAVA News
or Raven: A Journal of
Vexillology.  This right of first
refusal extends to both the ac-
tual recipient of the award and
the remaining nonrecipients. A
presenter who desires to have his
or her presentation published
elsewhere may decline to have
the presentation considered for
the award, provided that the pre-
senter makes this fact known
before the presentation is deliv-
ered.

10. These guidelines should be dis-
tributed to presenters in advance
of the annual convention.

Approved August 1 1998

available for everyone on NAVA’s website.
Note that this was the first time ever

that a flag contest was judged in a
rational, quantitative manner according
to basic principles of good flag design,
over the Internet, by nine judges from
all across the United States. We hope our
experience will provide others with a
starting point for conducting and
evaluating similar contests.

I know you will want to extend your
congratulations to Dino (SFArchitec
@aol.com) as well as to give a hand to
the exemplary effort by our volunteer
judges (in reverse alphabetical order) —
Gus Tracchia, Chris Sweet, Jon Radel,
Phil Nelson, Bob Milka, Ted Kaye, Dick
Gideon, John Gámez and Nathan Bliss
— all of whom are now living, following
extensive plastic surgery, under
assumed names in the flag-witness
protection program west of Alaska.

See you at NAVA-35, October 5-7,
2001, in Norfolk, Virginia!
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