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GEORGIA ADOPTS NEW FLAG
On Friday, April

25, 2003, Georgia
adopted yet another
flag. The debate on
what flag to fly to
represent the State
had been boiling
since 2001 when
former-Governor
Roy Barnes led an
effort in the State
Legislature that re-
placed the flag
adopted in 1956 that
featured the Confed-
erate Battle Flag as
the principal sym-
bol. Many felt the flag question
should be decided by referendum.

The 2001 flag was an attempt to
offer something to every stakeholder
by featuring the seal of Georgia, 13
stars, two mottos and five historic
flags. Many to whom particular de-
sign elements were addressed were
not, however, satisfied. The Barnes

flag was decried by many as simply
being a bad design as well. It came
in dead last in the Great NAVA Flag
Survey of 2001.

The change in the flag became a
major campaign issue in the 2002
elections and is believed to be a key
reason Governor Barnes was de-
feated by Sonny Purdue, who cam-
paigned on a promise to hold a ref-
erendum between the 1956 and the
2001 flag designs.

The issue, however, became com-
plicated even further when Governor
Purdue attempted to promote legis-
lation that would have authorized a

conditional two-tiered
referendum process. His
proposal was to have a
simple “Yes” or “No” de-
cision on the 2001 flag
and, if the vote was “No”,
then to hold a second ref-
erendum to choose be-
tween the 1956 and the
1902 flag designs.

Those opposed to in-
cluding the CSA Battle
Flag in the design were
supported by many civil
rights groups who again
threatened a major boy-
cott of the state, which

relies on income from major conven-
tions and tourism. They sucessfully
lobbied to prevent the 1956 flag from
being a choice in the process.

What passed in the longest State
Legislative session since the 19th
century, and right at the very end,
was the adoption of a new flag, which

Georgia’s New Flag

The “Almost” Flag, proposed in 2003.

Continued on Page 6
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THE FEAR FACTOR
by Stan Mottaz

In his State of the Union Ad-
dress before Congress in 1941,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
talked about the Four Freedoms,
“Freedom from Fear” being one
of them. In 1943 these important
rights of Civilization were put into
an artistic format through a se-
ries of dramatic and memorable
paintings by Norman Rockwell.
But the subject of fear, and deal-
ing with it, was not new to the
world with Roosevelt and
Rockwell; it has been addressed
for centuries, and probably mil-
lennia. And it is with us today,
especially since the attacks on
our country and our people on
September 11, 2001. Fear, un-
reasoning fear, seems to have
grabbed hold of us. Rarely a day
goes by without the media (both
electronic and print) emphasiz-
ing and exploiting it.

One alarming aspect of fear
which appears to be gaining mo-
mentum is one which should
concern vexillologists. It is the
concept of copyrighting or trade-
marking a flag or declaring it pro-
prietary. The copyright law was
designed to protect writers and
artists and other creative people
from those unscrupulous per-
sons who would unjustly benefit
from the labors of others. Such a
law is the right and proper thing
to do. But copyrighting some-
thing as public as a City Flag,
appears to me to be nothing but
unreasoning, irrational, abject
FEAR.

The cities which have taken
such a step claim they are only
protecting their symbols from
“improper use”. What is improper
use? If a person had ulterior mo-
tives and wanted to perpetrate an
evil upon the city, he (or she)
could get a copy of the City Flag
or the City Seal or any other of

the city symbols in any one of
more than a score of ways. That
person would NOT boldly request
its use, leaving a name, address,
and phone number for anyone to
trace with no difficulty.

Some claim that “improper use”
includes making a profit from the
city symbols. Writers of flag
books are not named Ambrose,
or Catton, or Tuchman, or a lim-
ited number of other great au-
thors who have written best-sell-
ing histories. They are lucky to
earn from their labors enough to
cover their research expenses.
What are the lawyers and other
fear-mongers so afraid of that
they need to protect the flag, not
only from “improper” use, but
from copying it altogether?

The term “City Flag” implies
that it belongs to the city: an or-
ganization consisting of people
living within a prescribed geo-
graphical area and frequently
having a common heritage. Those
flags that they are protecting are
not representative of the people;
they are representative of a gov-
ernment that has declared its
independence from the people.

Why was the term “alarming”
used earlier? In answer to that,
let us allow our minds to wander
a bit. Suppose that concept
caught on and became all perva-
sive throughout society. How
would we then define that ab-
stract idea which we now know
as a flag? Suppose that concept
had originated earlier in our his-
tory? How would it have affected
our feelings toward our flag? In
other words, let us fanticize; let
us look at a few scenarios
wherein our great symbols might
have been protected.

IWO JIMA. This reporter has just
learned that a little-known AP

photographer by the name of Joe
Rosenthal has just been executed
by the Marine Corps for violation
of the “Security of American Sym-
bols” act.

After the “dastardly and unpro-
voked” attack on Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, the Congress
of the United States adopted the
aforesaid legislation to protect our
national symbols from destruc-
tion and desecration by our en-
emies and by the fifth columnists
and other Quislings from within.

According to the unclassified
portions of the court-martial tran-
script, Mr. Rosenthal followed our
brave Marines up the steep,
treacherous slopes of Surabachi,
and not being content with merely
witnessing a memorable flag-rais-
ing on the heights of that promi-
nence, he photographed it, a mi-
nor violation of the aforesaid act.

But what gained for Mr.
Rosenthal his ultimate condem-
nation, was his utter disregard for
the entire act. He sent the photo-
graph off to be published in the
daily newspapers in this country,
cleverly avoiding the censors.
This, in contravention of the laws
which require that all public dis-
plays of American symbols must
be approved in advance by the
head of the agency requesting the
display, and upward through the
chain of command to and includ-
ing the President of the United
States.

Most of Mr. Rosenthal’s court-
martial remains clouded in Na-
tional security. All that is known
is that the trial lasted some 75
minutes and the judges’ decision
was rendered after a lengthy re-
cess of fourteen and a half min-
utes.

Since this unprecedented viola-
tion of our national security, nei-
ther the commander of the Fifth



January — March 2003

—3—

Marine division nor the editor of
the New York Times, in which the
photograph in question was pub-
lished, has been seen. According
to one source, who prefers to re-
main nameless, both are being
held as accomplices.

Let this be a lesson to all who
would desecrate the symbols of
this great people.

WASHINGTON. It appears that
one of the first tasks of President
Fillmore will be to resolve the is-
sue of the Prussian painter
Emanuel Leutze. Shortly before
the death of our late, great Presi-
dent Zachary Taylor, this Ger-
man made a painting of two of
our greatest symbols: the flag and
our founder George Washington.

This painting, “Washington
Crossing the Delaware” is a slur
on the father of our country as
well as showing a protected work
of art: our great American Flag.
It showed General Washington
standing up in a rowboat. Every-
one knows, especially one as wise
as our first president, that stand-
ing up in a rowboat is not only
dangerous, but bad luck as well.
And this incident was magnified
by what has been described as a
“smirk” on the General’s face.

Luetze was not satisfied with
portraying General Washington
in a bad light, but had to depict
an image of our great American
Flag, which is protected under a
score of U.S. and state laws. And
he was not satisfied with slander-
ing this country with a normal-
sized painting, he did it with a
mammoth canvas, one which
covers a whole wall.

Mr. Fillmore’s task will be to
persuade the Prussian king,
Frederick William IV, to reverse
his decision not to extradite this
infamous painter so that he may
be brought back here and held
for trial in the United States.
Such infamies must cease.

SONOMA. Word has been re-
ceived from our correspondent in

Yerba Buena (San Francisco) that
troops from the U.S. Frigate
Portsmouth (Captain John B.
Montgomery) have landed there
and have raised the Flag of the
United States, claiming Califor-
nia as U.S. Territory. The most
obvious result of that action here
has been the adjournment of the
meeting of the Osos (a Spanish
term meaning “Bears”).

Last month, these men stormed
into town, took over the town hall
and captured General Vallejo.
They then gathered around the
old flagpole, and lowered the
Green, White, and Red flag of
Mexico. Then an amazing thing
happened.

While two men were holding
what appeared to be a flag em-
blazoned with the symbol of a
grizzly bear, the invaders began
arguing amongst themselves.
They then retreated to the old
barracks where they have re-
mained for more than three
weeks.

We now know what happened
that fateful day. As Henry L. Ford
and William B. Ide began to raise
the new flag of the “California
Republic,” lawyers among the
crowd warned them that by rais-
ing the flag they could face a
multitude of lawsuits. The first
would undoubtedly come from
Save the Grizzlies a local organi-
zation dedicated to the preserva-
tion and exaltation of the Grizzly
Bear, which might claim that
their so-called flag degraded that
noble beast.

Another protest might come
from the American Civilian Liber-
ties League which was rumored
to have a protest ready to file
against using the title “California
Republic” without having a duly
constituted election throughout
the entire province of California.

Furthermore, some feared that
the Society of Western Pioneers
would brand the Osos as a racist
organization since there were no
Mexican-Americans among its
membership. And what about the

Friends of the Land, who might
protest against a flag or any other
obstacle which could block the
view of California’s magnificent
mountains.

As the debate progressed over
many days, the crowd in the old
barracks grew, drawing lawyers
and other obfuscatory artists
from as far away as Sutter’s Fort
and Monterey. And the debate
grew more acrimonious as the
crowd swelled.

At one point Ford was asked di-
rectly what he thought of the idea
that once the flag was raised,
anyone could copy it and that
he—Ford—possibly would no
longer benefit from his own ar-
tistic talents. Before he could
answer, others bombarded the
assemblage with other possible
dangers of its being copied. Sup-
pose Gen. Castro or Gen. Pico
should appropriate the use of the
Grizzly Bear as their symbol, who
would know which were the real
Osos? What would happen if the
Russians returned to Fort Ross
and replaced their double headed
eagle with a Grizzly Bear? And, a
number of protesters asked, what
about at some time in the future
if highwaymen or banditi used
the flag for their nefarious acts?

Apparently no resolution was
achieved. For after the Osos ad-
journed and left the old barracks
in the possession of Gen. Vallejo’s
family, remnants of a tattered
rectangle of cloth, emblazoned
with the image of a Grizzly Bear
and the words CALIFORNIA RE-
PUBLIC were found on the floor,
kicked way back into a dark cor-
ner and forgotten.

Fantasies? Yes! Fantastic? Well
…? Let us leave that to the minds
of the readers. President
Roosevelt said it best in his 1933
Inaugural Address: “… the only
thing we have to fear is fear it-
self—nameless, unreasoning,
unjustified terror which para-
lyzes needed efforts to convert
retreat into advance.”



NAVA News 36/1 - #177

—4—

Dear NAVA,
I have a lifelong interest in visual

symbolism, which is why I am cur-
rently organizing a club devoted to the
study of the swastika. To reinforce the
point this has absolutely nothing to
do with Hitler. The club is avowedly
Anti-Nazi.

This is written also to ask for some
help. The enclosed page of illustrations
shows a variety of flags that make use
of swastika emblems NONE OF
WHICH ARE NAZI. I would like to find
out the designs of other flags that
make use of swastikas but that are
NOT Nazi in any way.

I have come across comments that

Latvia and Estonia once made use of
flags that included swastikas. Simi-
larly, although perhaps doubtful, I
have also read remarks that India once
made use of a swastika device on a
flag. As well, so it has been reported,
the flag of New Mexico prior to the cur-
rent design supposedly made use of a
swastika. Finally, the Boy Scouts un-
til about 1925 or 1930 had a swastika
merit badge and a swastika flag for
their Order of the White Swastika. For
some reason, though, the Scouts are
most reluctant to provide any infor-
mation about this matter,

What I hope you can do is to send
Xerox copies of any of these flag de-

SWASTIKA CLUB LETTERHEAD DESIGNS

signs you might have access to. If there
is a cost please let me know what it is
and I will be happy to pay the amount.
I have already searched in all of the
books and other materials available to
me for these designs. As you can sur-
mise they would be most valuable for
purposes of the Swastika Club.

Hope to hear from you at your earli-
est convenience. Needless to say if you
know of other NON-NAZI swastika
flags Please let me know what these
are. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
Billy Rojas

PO Box 282
Eugene OR 97440

The swastika designs that appear on
Swastika Club stationery were chosen for
several reasons. Taken together they are
meant to represent global ideals of broth-
erhood, the sacredness of love between
men and women, and the high value of
creative spirit. Yet the most prominent
swastika in the field is Native American,
and there are additional designs from the
New World. This identifies the club as
American, with special American ideals.
To put this another way, the Swastika Club
is overtly ANTI-Nazi and takes the stron-
gest possible stand in opposition to the
views of Hitler and his followers, either
those of the past or neo-Nazis of our own
time.

Design number 1 is Japanese. This can
be taken to represent Buddhist influence
on American culture and oriental influence
more generally, especially in the arts.

Number 2 is Celtic, from the Book of
Durrow. It can be taken to signify beauti-
ful Irish design and Christian tradition in
the United States.

Number 3 is English and was discovered
in London apparently dating to Roman
times. This symbol might represent a va-
riety of ideas, from concepts associated

with Camelot to values connected with
Classical culture throughout Europe.

Number 4 reproduces a Tohono
O’Odham (Papago) dream basket from Ari-
zona. Placed in the Center of the set of
swastikas it is intended to characterize the
club as distinctively American. It also rec-
ognizes the great worth of American In-
dian arts at large and with regard to swas-
tika art in particular.

Number 5 is a design that was known in
Inca Peru. Here it stands for values which
may be thought of that derive from Andean
society and Latin America in the here-and-
now.

Number 6 is a Sumerian device from
before 3000 BC. This is in reference to the
world’s first civilization and everything that
has followed from it, our core social val-
ues especially, but also religious meaning
which eventually was re-used in various
parts of the Bible. This swastika stands
for new beginnings, for the realm of na-
ture, and for all of the lands of the East-
ern Hemisphere, Africa and Central Asia,
not only the Mid-East.

Number 7 is an Apache design. Here it
represents tribal peoples wherever they
may live, whether in North America, the
South Seas, or tropical rainforests of the
Southern Hemisphere.

Some of the designs are very similar to
designs created by very different people.
For example, the Celtic swastika also ap-
pears in ancient Anasazi art of the Ameri-
can Southwest. The Peruvian design ap-
proximates Ashanti swastika art. In other
words, with use of a limited number of
swastika designs the attempt was made
to display worldwide interest. The swas-
tika belongs to all humankind and should
always represent man and women at their
best. One purpose of the Swastika Club is
to try and create the conditions that will
permit this ancient symbol to live again in
popular culture as an artistic inspiration
— starting with America.

The mass media has no right to award
the swastika to Hitler and his goons in
perpetuity. It is time to re-create swastika
traditions in  the visual arts, and to create
new traditions that help us symbolize a
healthy future at the center of which is
love of men for women, and women for
men,
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was to be immediately recognized as
the official state flag, and which will
be offered together with the 2001 flag
in a referendum to be held next
March. Few believe the 2001 flag will
survive the contest.

African-American lawmakers suc-
cessfully leveraged the governor’s
request for an increase in tobacco
taxes to force both the change in the
first flag vote and the elimination of
any vote on the battle emblem. The
tax hike was desperately needed to
pass a $16 billion state budget and
avoid a special legislative session the
next month.

The initial proposal was the first
Confederate National Flag, the “Stars
and Bars,” with the State Seal in the
center of the ring of 13 stars and the
motto “IN GOD WE TRUST” written
in the center of the white stripe. At
the last minute, the design was
changed by moving the motto to the
canton and changing the seal to the
Arms of the State.

The history of Georgia’s symbols
goes back to 1798, when the current
Great Seal of Georgia was adopted
by the State Constitution (see
centerfold chart for illustrations). On
its front appear three pillars sup-
porting an arch, emblematic of the
three branches of government— the
legislative, judicial and executive. A
man stands with a drawn sword de-
fending the Constitution whose prin-
ciples are wisdom, justice and mod-
eration. This emblem is considered
the Arms of the State. The seal adds
the name of the State and originally
showed the date 1799. The reverse
of the Seal shows a ship with cotton
and tobacco, and a man plowing,
representing the agriculture and
commerce of the Seal’s motto, along
with the date “1776”.

In 1861, a provision was added to
Georgia’s code requiring the gover-
nor to supply regimental flags to
Georgia militia units assigned to
fight outside the state. These flags
were to depict the “arms of the State”
and the name of the regiment. The
code gave no indication as to the
color to be used on the arms or the
flag’s background. Existing evidence
seems to indicate red, blue or white

were the primary colors used.
In 1879, state senator Herman H.

Perry introduced legislation to adopt
an official state flag. Colonel Perry
was a Confederate veteran, which
probably influenced his proposal to
take the Stars and Bars, remove the
stars, extend the blue canton to the
bottom of the flag, and narrow its
width slightly. The legislation pro-
vided no height vs. length dimen-
sions, but it did stipulate the width
of the blue band was to be one-third
the length of the entire flag. Also, the
red of the flag was specified as scar-
let.

Why had Georgia adopted this
state flag? On the previous day, the
1879 General Assembly had passed
a law recodifying state law regulat-
ing volunteer troops. Included in the
revision was a provision that: “Ev-
ery battalion of volunteers shall
carry the flag of the State, when one
is adopted by Act of the General As-
sembly, as its battalion colors.” Gov-
ernor Colquitt approved this state
flag on October 17, 1879.

In 1902, as part of a major reorga-
nization of state militia laws,
Georgia’s General Assembly changed
the state flag. The amendment pro-
vided: “On the blue field shall be
stamped, painted or embroidered the
coat of arms of the State; and every
regiment and unassigned battalion
shall, when on parade, carry this
flag.”

The de jure flag illustrated is a re-
construction of how Georgia’s state
flag would have appeared if the coat
of arms from the actual state seal
then in use had been applied to the
blue field of the 1879 flag. However,
by 1904, the coat of arms was being
portrayed on a white shield, and it
may be that technically accurate
versions of the 1902 flag were never
produced.

In their 1904 volume, The Story of
Georgia, Katharine Massey and
Laura Wood included a color plate
showing Georgia’s coat of arms be-
ing placed on a gold-outlined white
shield, with the date “1799” shown
below the arms. Additionally, with-
out any statutory authorization, a
red ribbon with “Georgia” was added
below the shield on the blue back-

ground. Several examples of this flag
survive today, attesting to its use.

In 1914, the General Assembly
changed the date on Georgia’s state
seal from 1799 (the year the seal was
adopted) to 1776 (the year of inde-
pendence). By 1917, however, Geor-
gia state flags began appearing with
the state seal rather than the coat
of arms on a white and gold shield.
Such a flag design is shown in the
October 1917 issue of the National
Geographic Magazine. Once again,
the change came without official
authorization of the legislature, and
there is no record of who directed
the change or exactly when it took
place

The first state publication to show
Georgia’s flag with a seal was the
Georgia Official Register for 1927,
which showed the flag with a color
seal. In some cases, the flag had a
seal that was predominantly gold. In
most cases, however, the seal is sim-
ply a blue line drawing on white
background. In some cases, the
seal’s outer edge touches the blue
background, while in others the seal
is situated in a larger circle of white.
Also, until the mid-1950s (when a
new seal was drawn), various ver-
sions of the Georgia seal were used
on state flags.

In early 1955, Atlanta attorney
John Sammons Bell (who later
served as a judge on the Georgia
Court of Appeals) suggested a new
state flag for Georgia that would in-
corporate the Confederate Battle
Flag. At the 1956 session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, state senators
Jefferson Lee Davis and Willis
Harden introduced Senate Bill 98 to
change the state flag. Signed into law
on February 13, 1956, the bill be-
came effective the following July 1.

A copy of the new flag displayed at
the 1956 signing ceremony shows
slight differences from the state flag
commonly produced. In the 1956
version, the stars are larger, and only
the center point of the central star
points straight up. Also, the first
copies of the 1956 flag used a differ-
ent version of the state seal. In the
summer of 1954, a new redrawn
state seal had begun to appear on
state government documents. By the

GEORGIA, Continued from Page 1
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end of the decade, flag makers were
using that new seal on Georgia’s of-
ficial state flags.

The Georgia state flag adopted in
1956 had long been the subject of
controversy. Calls to change it be-
gan in 1969, with opponents criti-
cizing the symbolism expressed by
the Confederate battle flag image
that dominated the design. Through-
out the 1980s and 1990s, numer-
ous bills to return to the pre-1956
flag were introduced in the General
Assembly—but none were success-
ful.

In 2000, Atlanta architect Cecil
Alexander designed a new state flag
consisting of the seal of the state in
“Dahlonega gold” surrounded by 13
white stars above a gold ribbon con-
taining small images of the three
state flags that had flown over Geor-
gia, as well as the first and current
versions of the U.S. national flag.
Above the five small flags was the
phrase “Georgia’s History.” On Jan.
24, 2001, the Georgia House ap-
proved H.B. 16, adopting Alexander’s
flag design as the new Georgia state
flag with an amendment to add “In
God We Trust” beneath the ribbon
of flags. H.B. 16 was transmitted to
the Senate, where it passed without
amendment on Jan. 30, 2001. On
Jan. 31, Gov. Roy Barnes signed the
bill into law.

Former Gov. Roy Barnes was
named a recipient of the 2003 John
F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award
on March 12, 2003 for risking his
political career to change the Geor-
gia flag. Barnes, a Democrat, will
share the award with former Repub-
lican Gov. David Beasley of South
Carolina, who was ousted in 1998
after proposing the Confederate
battle flag be removed from atop that
state’s Capitol. The legislation failed,
but the flag has since been moved.

“Their courage in stepping forward
to address this controversial and di-
visive issue should not go unrecog-
nized,” said Caroline Kennedy,
daughter of former-President John
F. Kennedy.

The award is named for Kennedy’s
1957 Pulitzer Prize-winning book,
which recounts the stories of eight

U.S. senators who risked their ca-
reers by taking principled stands.
Barnes will receive the accolade at a
ceremony in Boston in May.

The committee that selected the
awardees acknowledged that their
opposition to the Confederate battle
emblem wasn’t the only factor in
their defeats. But the bipartisan
pairing was also intended to send a
message, said its chairman, John
Seigenthaler, founder of the First
Amendment Center at Vanderbilt

WHEN IS A FLAG OFFICIAL?

University.
“The committee was very much

aware that the issue is still red hot—
especially in Georgia,” Seigenthaler
said. “By giving these two awards it
was thought that it might make
people stop and think.”

Barnes’ successor, Gov. Sonny
Perdue, was elected in part on the
promise of offering a statewide vote
on the flag. “We congratulate former
Governor Barnes for receiving the
award,” a Perdue spokesman said.

Flags are often adopted offi-
cially by a legislative or execu-
tive act. In republican forms of
government, acts or legislation
by the governing body, often
called an Assembly or Con-
gress, are then validated by the
executive.

In studying flags, one some-
times encounters “shadow”
flags, that is, flags that seem
to have been adopted but which
are not clearly defined. The flag
authorized by the Georgia Leg-
islature in 1861 is a good case
in point. Georgia’s code was
altered requiring the governor
to supply regimental flags to
Georgia militia units assigned
to fight outside the state. These
flags were to depict the “arms
of the State” and the name of
the regiment. The code gave no
indication as to the color to be
used on the arms or the flag’s
background, nor any exact pat-
tern to be followed.

Maine is another example. In
1822, the Legislature directed
the Quartermaster-General to
supply “State Colors” to the 100
or so regiments, which was
done. However no design was
specified. In fact, although
most of the flags supplied at

this time were essentially iden-
tical, there were some hand-
painted flags supplied that
most likely were not of the same
exact pattern.

How about the first US Flag?
It was vaguely described by a
resolution of Congress that did
not give an exact pattern to be
followed. Were the stripes hori-
zontal or vertical? How many
points on each star? How were
the stars to be arranged? Mix-
ing up these variable design el-
ements and you can come up
with some significantly differ-
ent patterns that meet the le-
gal definition of the official flag.

Were all of these official flags?
Probably. In the case of Geor-
gia, any color flag with any ver-
sion of the state “arms” (which
were, in turn, not very well de-
fined) would be official in terms
of the 1861 legislation. In
Maine, any flag procured by the
Quartermaster-General were
so.

What do you think? Your edi-
tor invites you to send your
views and comments on this
subject. navanews@nava.org or
mail to Dave Martucci, 240
Calderwood Rd, Washington
ME 04574-3440 USA.
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“On My Mind”

Georgia State Flag captured at
Savannah in 1864 by Union Troops.
Museum of the Confederacy.

General Johnston rallies a Georgia regiment at the
First Battle of Bull Run, 1861 (published 1884).

Georgia State Flag 1861-1879, variant. Georgia State Flag 1861-1879, variant.

First Confederate States of America
National Flag, 1861-1863.

Georgia State Flag 1879-1902.

Georgia State Flag 1902-1956
(de jure).

Georgia State Flag as published 1904.

Georgia State Flag c.1917-1956
(de facto, variant).

Georgia State Flag as published in
the Georgia Official Register, 1927.

Georgia State Flag 1956-2001.

Georgia State Flag 2001-2003.

Georgia State Flag adopted April 25, 2003.

Georgia State Seal (obverse).
Georgia State Coat of Arms.

Georgia State Seal (reverse).

Georgia State Flag c. 1910.

Gov. Marvin Griffin
(seated) signs S.B. 98
into law changing
Georgia's state flag,
February 13, 1956.
Standing (left to right),
Frank Toby Etheridge,
Sen. Jefferson Lee Davis,
John Sammons Bell (who
designed the flag), and
Sen. Willis Harden.

Georgia
State Flag

variant
c.1950.

Photo by
Herb

Pilcher.
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MEMBERS SHOW PERSONAL FLAGS
Six more members have sent in

the designs for their personal flags.
J.E. Beard of Lutsen, MN, mem-

ber since 1991, has adopted an or-
ange flag with an image of a black-
outlined orange Triceratops on it.
“Orange is a highly visible color, a
safety color, and my signature
color living in the backwoods of NE
Minnesota. The Triceratops: I’m a
science teacher, I like dinosaurs
and collect rocks. I may be smaller
than a T-rex, but am not
defenceless! I have stamina and

endurance but am not a speed-demon.”
Joe Donovan of Seattle, WA, member

since 2003, has adopted a tricolor of (top
to bottom) green-yellow-red with a black
harp in the center. The green and yellow
are traditional colors found in the re-
gional harp flag of Ireland. His grandfa-
ther was of Irish heritage. His grand-

mother was Prussian; black,
yellow and red are frequently
seen in German flags. The
longest string of the black
harp and the bowed arm of it
on the fly end describe an
elongated “D”, the first letter
of his last name.

Raymond R. Jett, Jr. of
Yucaipa, CA, member since 2003,
shows the colors maroon (blood),
black (iron which is strong and un-
breakable) and gold (victory, suc-
cess, wealth...) The symbols are
crossed field marshal batons (high-
est Military rank) and 5 stars in a
circle, which is the symbol for the

U.S.A.’s “field marshal”
rank (called “General of the
Army”). “I am ‘into’ militaria
and would not want to be
outranked by anyone so
thus the Field Marshal’s
flag.” It is 3x4 proportions
(without fringe) which is

military standard.
Patrick Ka’ano’i of Las Vegas,

NV, member since 1987, has
adopted a flag of two red vertical
stripes representing the old and
new generations of Hawaiian
ali’i—chiefs. The white vertical
strip represents the sacred bond
between the two. The letters in
the crest represent “K” for
Ka’ano’i—meaning “Loving Heart
and The Beloved,” while the
golden letter “H” stands for the
chiefly name Ha’o. The white
spheres atop the vertical part of
the letter “K” represent the sacred
taboo (kapu) sticks called
pulo’ulo’u and symbolise a star
to represent “the eyes of our
devine ancestors.” The red heart
symbolizes the meaning of his
family name Ka’ano’i. The 3 stars
above the heart form a crown or
lei haku in honor of his ances-
tors name. The two golden heart
shaped leaves are taro (kalo)
leaves—the taro plant is the Ha-
waiian staff of life. The color green
represents life; the gold is for the
first ancestral parent of all
Polynesians, Kane and black for
Po—the night sky, the Hawaiian
ancestral realm. The crest is sur-
mounted with a golden coronet
to represent an ali’i —chief.
Pantone colors are: red - 185;
green - 354; gold - 116. Ratio 1:2
(3’x6’).

Thomas Ring of Roseville, MN,
member since 2002, has adopted
a flag that is an unequal bicolor
of Irish green at the hoist and Old
Glory blue in the fly. The central
feature of this flag are three dis-
tinct but interlocking white rings
that run vertically the height of
the flag centered on the line

J.E. Beard

Joe Donovan

Raymond R. Jett, Jr.

Patrick Ka’ano’i

Thomas Ring

Ron Strachan
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MORE NEWS ABOUT THE COMPANION FLAG PROJECT
The Companion Flag (NAVA

NEWS #175) has been adopted
by Hamilton International
Middle School in Seattle, Wash-
ington.  The adoption assembly,
held on September 11, 2002,
culminated in the creation of a
permanent display of 36 na-
tional flags (representing the 36
nationalities in the student
body), each with its own Com-
panion Flag!  The ceremony be-
gan: “These flags help symbol-
ize the basis of our international
program. The national flags
show that we celebrate the di-
versity of our wonderful student
body and the world.  At the
same time, the Companion
Flags remind us to honor our
similarities and the humanness
we all share.  The heroes of 9-
11 provide a great example to
us all of individuals who
showed great pride in country
and an amazing compassion for
other human beings.”

Photos of the event can be
viewed online in the Compan-
ion Flag Scrapbook.  To access
the scrapbook, go to the Com-
panion Flag home page <http:/
/www.companionflag.org/>and
click on “Companion Flag
Scrapbook.”

Scott Wyatt delivered an ad-

dress to the City Council of
Quesnel on September 3, 2002.
Quesnel is the first municipal-
ity in the world to formally
adopt the Companion Flag
(1999).

The Unity Church of Kent,
Washington, has adopted the
Companion Flag, and displays
it beneath a specially-made flag
depicting the earth on a green
background. Photos can be
viewed in the online Compan-
ion Flag Scrapbook.

Newport Heights Elementary
School, Bellevue, WA, has
adopted the Companion Flag,
and flies it below the US flag
outside the school, and in the
gymnasium, as well. The Com-
panion Flag has been a topic of
classroom discussions and art
projects, and was featured at
this year’s Festival of Cultures
on November 26.

Carriage Crest Elementary
School, Kent, WA, has an-
nounced plans to adopt the
Companion Flag as part of its
Martin Luther King Day cel-
ebration in January.

Do you know of a group that
would like to hear about the
Companion Flag Project?  If so,
please contact them at
feedback@ companionflag.org.

where the colors meet. The cen-
ter ring is whole, while just over
half of the other rings are de-
picted. The diameter of the rings
is approximately one-third the
flag’s width. He writes, “My sur-
name is the obvious source of the
emblem. The use of three rings
and their vertical arrangement
reminds of the interconnect-
edness of family, and signifies a
hope for continuing progess over
time. In this regard, the bottom
ring is meant to honor my par-
ents; the center ring represents
me and my generation, while the
top ring signifies my children and
the hope that they will do even
better in life. In sum, the emblem
is intended to symbolize strength,
solidarity, and achievement. As
it does in the flag of Ireland, green
covers the leading one-third of
the flag because Ring is an Irish
surname. Consistent with heral-
dic practice, green conveys ‘joy’
and ‘hope’ while the blue repre-
sents ‘truth’ and ‘loyalty.’ The
blue also signifies a career spent
primarily in law and law enforce-
ment. Lastly, the combination of
green, white and blue seem to
appear often in flags relating to
Minnesota, my home state.” Pro-
portions 3:5.

Ron Strachan  of Darwin,
Northern Territory, Australia,
member since 1989, has adopted
a flag of blue bearing  the
“Strachan” Scottish arms, which
are not exclusive to him. The bla-
zon is “Or, a stag at gaze Azure
attired Sable; Crest: a demi stag
springing Or holding a thistle in
his mouth Proper.” The motto is
“Non timeo sed caveo” (“I do not
fear but am cautious.”) The flag
is fully sewn appliqued, defence
quality poly bunting, 90 cm x 150
cm (3:5).

NAVA offers its members a reg-
istry of their personal flags (or or-
ganizational flags for organiza-
tional members) as a service. This
registry can serve to protect your
design from adoption by others
and also lets the other members
see your colors! Please send a line
drawing, sketch or other illustra-
tion or a photograph for inclusion
in the Registry, along with its
meaning and symbolism. Contact

us if you need help designing a
flag. Send your info to: NAVA
Member Personal Flag Regis-
try, PMB 225, 1977 N Olden
Ave Ext, Trenton NJ 08618-
2193 USA.

Your flag may also be shown on
NAVA’s award winning web site
at  http://www.NAVA.org/

Graphics and photographs in
GIF or JPG format may be
emailed to navanews@ nava.org.
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BIG APPLE UPDATE
In response to the material pre-

sented in the last NAVA NEWS on
the municipal, sub-municipal and
departmental flags of New York City,
two NAVA members have sent in
additional material.

James Barr of Stockton has sent
us information on an additional de-
partmental flag, that of the Depart-
ment of Sanitation. On a light blue
field, the flag’s insignia is a gold ca-
duceus, a symbolic staff surmounted
by two wings and entwined with two
snakes. Among the ancient Greeks,
the caduceus was carried by heralds
and ambassadors as a badge of of-
fice and a mark of personal inviola-
bility. Superimposed on this device
is a capital “S” in red, standing for
“Sanitation,” of course. Arching
above and below the symbol are the
inscriptions “THE CITY OF NEW
YORK” and “DEPARTMENT OF
SANITATION,” both in gold. The flag
is fringed in gold. According to Kathy
Dawkins, the Department’s Bureau
of Public Information and Commu-
nity Affairs Director, in a letter dated
11 October 2001, “Its official dimen-
sions are approximately 4’ x 10’ [from

the photos supplied, apparently in-
correct; probably more like 4’ x 6’].
The flag is used for all departmental
ceremonies and parades in which
Sanitation is represented.” No infor-
mation was available regarding
“documentation or by-laws pertain-
ing to the flag’s adoption.”

Whitney Smith has sent a correc-
tion regarding the pre-1915 New
York City Flag. He writes, “Prior to
1915 there was a flag of white bear-
ing the arms of the city [not the seal]
in the center either in dark blue or,
when the flag was an elegant one,
painted in full color.” An 1865 pho-
tograph shows it flying on City Hall,
with a black mourning border in
memory of the death of President
Abraham Lincoln. Smith continues,
“I have now discovered an even ear-
lier use of the flag, flown on a ship
in New York Harbor on 26 October
1825. Grand festivities were held at
that time to celebrate the completion
of the Erie Canal, which was a ma-
jor engineering triumph and eco-
nomic asset for the city and state of
New York and for the United States
as a whole. The illustration appears

on the lithograph “Grand Canal
Celebration: View of the Fleet Pre-
paring to Form in Line” which ap-
pears after page 185 in the book
Memoir, Prepared at the Request
of a Committee of the Common
Council of the City of New York …
at the Celebration of the Comple-
tion of the New York Canals by
Cadwallader D. Colden (New York:

Dear NAVA colleagues and
vexfriends,

I am pleased to show you the flag I
created in June 2002, in loving
memory of 9/11. Recently I received
six of those flags, graciously made
and sent to me by “uncle” Peter
Orenski and I thought you would
enjoy seeing the design.

Symbolism of this flag:
• In the canton: one pentagon of 5

stars and 2 vertical lines of 3 stars
(representing the Pentagon and
the Twin Towers, respectively),
5+3+3=11.

• Three rows of 9 hearts and three
rows of 11 hearts, showing the
missing places of the twin towers
(blank space).

• In all: 11 stripes (6 red and 5
white).

Most friendly,
Sophie Rault

Rostrenen
FRANCE

Corporation of New York [City],
1825). The caption on the facing
page refers to “… the steam boat
Washington bearing the City Flag,
and having the Corporation on
board …”

Another piece of evidence for the
arms on this flag as opposed to the
seal is the 1910 Annin & Co. Flag
Catalog which offers the flag with the
“Coat-of-arms” either “painted and
shaded” or “sewed on in blue.” The
information that the seal was on this
flag is taken primarily from a book
entitled Seal and Flag of the City of
New York by John B. Pines and pub-
lished in 1915. It is possible the
terms “seal” and “arms” were
synomous in the mind of Mr. Pines,
as was all too common in America
throughout the latter 19th century

© ©
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2002: Good News NAVA has con-
cluded its 2002 fiscal year in the black,
thanks to the hard work of its board,
good graces of its volunteers, and con-
tinued support from its members and
donors. The conservative budget for
2002 adopted at the annual meeting in
2001 (NAVA 35) had projected a defi-
cit of nearly $4,000. However, the
combination of cost controls, addi-
tional contributed and earned revenue,
and volunteered services brought in a
small surplus of $600 instead. A more
detailed discussion of these efforts
appeared in NA VA News 35/4 - #176.
Many thanks to all who made that suc-
cess possible.

2003: A Budgeted Surplus The
2003 budget, adopted at the 2002 an-
nual meeting in Denver, calls for in-
come and expenses resulting in a small
surplus, and provides for a contin-
gency as well. Because Raven vol-
umes for 2002 and 2003 will be com-
bined into a double issue, the full 2002
budget for Raven was expensed and
reserved, to be combined with the
2003 budget. The NAVA Board will
seek underwriting for some of the ex-
pected costs of Raven 9/10.

Current Challenges With our pub-
lications back on schedule, we hope
to shift the receipt of membership re-
newal payments back to the beginning
of the year, as called for in NAVA’s
by-laws. However, we remain overly
dependent on a core group of volun-
teers for some of the most significant
tasks in NAVA. Please consider what
talents you can bring to NAVA: we
especially seek help with NAVA News
and NAVA’s award-winning website,
http://www.nava.org.

Please contact Treasurer Ted Kaye
(treas@nava.org) or any board mem-
ber with any questions or concerns.

TREASURER’S REPORT
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NAVA MEMBER PROVIDES FLAG EXHIBITS
With the celebration of the birth-

day of Jefferson Davis, NAVA mem-
ber Richard T. Clark provided 45-
Confederate flag exhibit on Satur-
day, June 1, 2002, at historic
Loudon Park Cemetery in Baltimore,
Maryland. Sponsored by the United
Daughters of the Confederacy, the
90-minute program paid homage to
both Davis and the more than 250
Maryland Confederate soldiers bur-
ied there.

Clark’s display included in addi-
tion to the usual Battle flag and the
three National Colors, a number of
company and regimental flags, in an
effort to show the incredible diver-
sity of design among Confederate
units. Highlighted in the display
were a number of hand-painted Con-
federate Maryland flags, some
painted in as many as 14 colors!
Legends on these banners were no
less colorful; “Maryland Expects Ev-
ery Man to Do His Duty” found on
the 1st Md. Frederick Volunteers
flag, or “Hope is Our Watchword,
Truth Our Guiding Star” seen on the
Co. E., Winder’s Cavalry color.

A similiar display was presented
on the following afternoon at the
Confederate Monument in Jackson
Circle at Arlington National Cem-
etery. Dedicated June 4, 1914, the
monument is the largest in the cem-
etery. Sculpted by VMI (Virginia Mili-
tary Institute) graduate Moses
Ezekiel, the monument stands in the
center of where nearly 500 confed-
erate soldiers and their wives are
buried. Ezekiel, who took part in the
Battle of New Market, Virginia, in
1864 as a member of the VMI Corps
of Cadets, is himself laid to rest at
the base of the monument. To mark

his grave, a large VMI flag like the
one carried in 1864, was promi-
nently displayed .

One month later, on July 3rd,
Clark ventured to Gettysburg to
mark the 139th anniversary of
Pickett’s Charge, sponsored annu-
ally by the Confederate Heritage Bri-
gade, an educational organization,
Mr. Clark presented a 25-flag dis-
play, ten of which were carried
across the mile-long field to the
Union positions on Cemetery Ridge,
precisely at 3 pm. In all, nearly 40
flags were carried in the “charge”.
And as in the other flag exhibits,
nothing seems to draw people, their
cameras, and plenty of questions,
like flags and more flags!

The following day, the 4th of July,
Clark spearheaded a flag-raising cer-
emony at the Old Circuit Courthouse
in Ellicott City, Maryland. The ac-
companying flag pole has not been
in use for more than five years . Mr.
Clark and other members of the
Howard County Historical Society
encouraged the county government
to refurbish the pole and provide il-
lumination so that the flags (U.S.
and Maryland) could be displayed 24
hours a day.

In return, the historical society
provided a beautiful 8’x12’ U.S. flag
donated by Lieutenant Governor
Townsend and a 5’x8’ Maryland ban-
ner. The brief ceremony included a
flag display by Clark of some 18 his-
toric U.S. Flags, including a 31-star
flag which marked the admission of
California on July 4, 1851, and the
151st anniversary of the birth of
Howard County.

Mr. Clark is now giving serious
consideration to checking into a
mental institution!

To Whom It May Concern,
My husband was in Vietnam

1970/71 as a MACV Advisor. After
one of his more serious fire fights one
of his troops presented him with a
North Vietnamese Flag he had
found. This flag had a picture of Ho
Chi Minh embroidered on it and was
his most treasured possession.
Sadly, it got stolen while we were in
California, and even though I know
I can never replace that particular

To the Editor,
At a flag display in the 1970s

(Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base, MO),
I saw a U.S. Flag with the stars shaped
to spell U S A. The exhibitor claimed
that our 48-star flag almost changed
to this design in the 1950s, but the
U.S. House or Senate did nothing with
the bill. He said that if a bill sits idle
for a certain period of time, it dies
automatically, which this one did.

The owner of the flag said that the
USA Flags were made in anticipation
of the new USA Flag becoming our
official new flag.

Do you know about this proposal or
know of any source I could check to
find out if this story is true?

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,

Clark C. Peterson
17955 Von Road

Pine County #133
Hinckley MN 55037-7379

flag, I wonder if I can get a replica of
it anywhere. It is something I would
dearly like to be able to do for my
husband and any help or advice you
could give me would be most greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely,
Gillian M. Stone

2410 1/2 Hidden Valley Dr
Grand Junction CO 81503

gmsjambo@aol.com

MILNER WINS NAVA-37
FLAG CONTEST

Morgan Milner, Associate member of
Arlington Virginia, has won the con-
test to design the flag for NAVA-37,
Montréal, which will be held October
10-12, 2003. The white cross on a blue
background symbolizes Quebec. The
NAVA flag is placed in the canton with
a fleur-de-lis added. The colours are
Canada red and Quebec blue. The pro-
portions: 2:3 (as in the Quebec flag).

The judges were Peter Edwards, Lee
Herold, and John Purcell.  They judged
the flags using Ted Kaye’s Good Flag,
Bad Flag criteria, assigning 1-5 points
for each criteria for a total of 25 pos-
sible points for each flag, and then
came up with the top three choices for
comparison. When the results were
compared, Morgan Milner’s flag had
been chosen unanimously—a rare feat
among judges!

All of the competing designs have
been uploaded to the NAVA web site
for your perusal.
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Chumley the Vexi-Gorilla™
... Is the creation of Michael Faul, Editor of

Flagmaster, the distinguished journal of The Flag
Institute in the United Kingdom. To a field not

often blessed by humor’s grace, Mr Faul brings a
delightfully light touch, deep vexillological roots,
and sparkling whimsy.

CLASSIFIEDS
NAVA Membership entitles you to
one free classified ad per year. Ad-
ditional ads are US$2.00 plus 10¢
per word above 21 words. Address,
email, etc. doesn’t count. Send ad
information to NAVA NEWS ADS,
240 Calderwood Rd, Washington ME
04574-3440 or email them to
<navanews@nava.org>. Checks/
money orders should be made pay-
able to NAVA. Sorry, no cash, please.

NAVA News
Published quarterly by the North

American Vexillological Association
(NAVA), PMB 225, 1977 N Olden Ave Ext,
Trenton NJ 08618-2193 USA. ISSN
1053-3338. Material appearing in NAVA
News does not necessarily reflect the
policy or opinion of NAVA, the executive
board, or the editor.

Please send articles, letters to the edi-
tor and inquiries concerning advertising
rates and permission to reprint articles
to:

David Martucci, Editor
240 Calderwood Rd

Washington ME 04574-3440 USA
(207) 845-2857

navanews@nava.org
Articles may be submitted in hard copy

or in any Macintosh or PC format (ex-
cepting Lotus Word Pro) on 3.5” diskettes
or Zip disks. A hard copy showing all
formatting preferences should accom-
pany the disk. Articles and/or disks ac-
companied by a SASE will be returned.

NAVA is soliciting annual bids for for-
matting, layout, and printing of its pub-
lications. Please write to the address
below for more information.

Please send copies or originals of any
flag-related newspaper and magazine
clippings and all non-NAVA News related
correspondence, including change of
address or changes in email status to
the Association’s permanent address:

NAVA
PMB 225

1977 N Olden Ave Ext
Trenton NJ 08618-2193 USA

treas@nava.org

Visit NAVA on the web at
http://www.nava.org/

©2003 NAVA - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Used and rare flag books for sale
or trade. Telephone or email me for
a list of books and charts available.
Nick Artimovich, (410) 381-7684,
nicholas.artimovich@att.net.

Support historic flag conservation.
Donate to NAVA’s Flag Conservation
program and preserve a piece of his-
tory!

The life and times of Audie Murphy,
a WWII seminar, September 20, 2003.
Sponsored by the Texas Military Cen-
ter, Hillsboro TX. Contact B. D.
Patterson, PO Box 619, Hillsboro TX
76645 USA, (254) 582-2555 ext. 256,
patterson@hill-college.cc.tx.us for
more info.

Attention NAVA organizational mem-
bers who manufacture and print flag
designs on tee shirts, coffee cups, post-
ers, etc. I would like to submit origi-
nal flag designs for marketing consid-
eration. Contact Edward West, PO Box
287, Hampton AR 71744 USA, (870)
798-2526.

I’m interested in purchasing the first
and second days of Christmas, Bor-
ough of Queens, Borough of Staten
Island and Borough of Brooklyn, NY
City Flags in four by six inch (4”x 6”)
only. Gary Randall, 2101 Shoreline Dr
#476, Alameda CA 94501 USA.

SBV Presidential Flag
Dr. Philippe Rault has sent us the

design of the President of the Breton
Vexillological Soci-
ety. Dr. Rault, a
NAVA member, is
the current Presi-
dent of the SBV.
The design is the
Society’s flag, a
black saltire on
white with ermine
spots between the
hoist arms of the
cross, with the ad-
dition of three or-
ange stars,
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http://www.fiav2003.com/

Make your plans now!

Visit NAVA’s Award-winning Web Site
http://www.nava.org

TWO NEWLY ADOPTED NATIVE FLAGS
Peter Orenski

Two tribes encountered by Lewis & Clark’s
expedition, the Chinook of Chinook, Wash-
ington, and the Shoshone-Bannock of Fort
Hall, Idaho, have recently adopted flags.
This is good vexi-news indeed for this first
stage of the Bicentennial commemorations
that honor the Corps of Discovery’s 1804-
1806 voyage. The new designs bring to 26
the native flags that will flutter from the
leading edge of the Corps of Discovery II
trailer, as it retraces Lewis & Clark’s origi-
nal course across the country.

The Shoshone-Bannock Nation—whose
Cameahwait band, family to the legendary
Sacagawea, met the explorers on August 17,
1805, and lent them horses for crossing the
Rockies—had been rumored to have a flag for sev-
eral years. The author received formal permission
from the Tribal Council to obtain a copy of the flag
on January 23, 2003, and proposed a simplified
version, which the council approved on February
23. The flag—with gold-yellow detail on a medium-

brown background—illustrates the primary activi-
ties of the Shoshone-Bannock on land set aside
under the Fort Bridger Treaty of 1868: farming and
cattle raising. The foreground is dominated by
Vannock Peak of the Putnam Mountain, the domi-
nant topological feature on the reservation.

The flag of the Chinook Nation, hosts to
the Expedition during the late fall of 1805
and winter of 1805-1806, is the work of Chi-
nook artist Tony Johnson and shows a king
salmon (named ‘Chinook salmon’ after the
Tribe) in traditional tribal colors of black and
red on a white field. Salmon has been the
mainstay of Chinook sustenance for many
generations. Johnson’s memorable design
in the totemic tradition of the Northwest—
skillfully encasing a red human visage
within the contours of a salmon, their fates
inextricably linked—elevates the Chinook
flag to uppermost rank of Native
vexillographic depictions in the world.
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